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BUSINESS MEMBERS (as of September 15, 2016) 

Please support those who support The Historical Society. 

Airpark Animal Hospital 

American Heritage Insurance Agency 

Antrim 1844 

Apple Plumbing & Heating 

Aquino Financial Group 

Bare Truck Center 

Barnes-Bollinger Insurance Services 

Bartlett Tree Experts 

Baugher Enterprises 

Billingslea Insurance & Real Estate 

Bowman's Feed & Pet 

Carroll Community College 

Carroll County Chamber of 

Commerce 

Carroll Hospital Center 

Carroll Lutheran Village 

Central Maryland Rehabilitation 

Services 

Computer Network Solutions 

The Cutting Garden 

Dean Robert Camlin & Associates 

Development Company of America 

Dulany, Leahy, Curtis & Beach 

Eagle Oil Company 

Hoffman, Comfort, Offutt, Scott & 

Halstad 

InfoPathways 

Johansson’s Dining House & 

Restaurant 

Law Offices of Stephen P. Bourexis 

Lehigh Cement Company 

M&T Bank—Hampstead 

Maggie’s Restaurant & Catering 

Marcia Duffy Insurance Agency 

McDaniel College 

Midlantic Financial 

MJO Services 

New Windsor State Bank 

Oak Hill Wood Service 

P.A. Martin & Sons  

Paradiso Ristorante 

Rill’s Bus Service 

Samuel C. Hoff Agency 

Scott, Pitrone, Sorkin & Jarvis 

Orthodontics 

Snyders Auction 

Terry’s Tag & Title 

Tevis Oil/Modern Comfort Systems 

Thomas, Bennett, & Hunter 

Velnoskey Wealth Management 

Group of Janney Montgomery Scott 

Walsh & Fisher, PA 

Westminster Antique Mall 

Westminster Lawn Landscapers 

Supply 

Annual Meeting to be Held on November 9 

Directions to the Annual Meeting 

The Fireman’s Activity Building is located at 3285-3299 York Street, Manchester. 

From Main Street, turn east onto York Street. Go four blocks. The Activity 

Building is on the right. Enter the parking lot through the stone pillars at the 

intersection with Locust Street. There is parking on both sides of  the building. 

Enter the building through the glass doors that face York Street. 

The Historical Society will hold its annual meeting on Wednesday, November 9, at the Manchester Fireman’s Activity 

Building. [Note: the meeting is not at the firehouse; see the bottom of this page for directions to the Activity Building].  

The doors open at 6:00 p.m. for drinks and hors d’oeuvres. Dinner begins at 6:30. This year’s menu includes: roast 

turkey, ham, carrots, green beans, mashed potatoes, creamy cole slaw, and ice cream. Cost is $35 per person. 

Reservations are required by October 21. Call the office at 410-848-6494 or email Marty@HSCCmd.org. 

The entertainment for the evening will be provided by Walt Michael and Rob Caswell. Michael is an 
internationally recognized virtuoso on the hammered dulcimer. The earliest reference in this country to 

the instrument - which probably originated in the Middle East about 900 A.D. - comes from Salem, 
Massachusetts, in 1717. The duo will talk about the dulcimer’s history and perform traditional music 
from Scotland, Ireland, southern Appalachia, and New England. Michael is Artist-in-Residence at 
McDaniel College as well as the founder and executive director of Common Ground on the Hill. 
Caswell is apprenticing under Michael, learning to play the dulcimer as well as building two new 

instruments. 

During the evening we will recognize those retiring from the Board of Trustees at the end of the year: Carol Cain (a 
Shellman house docent, Shop volunteer, member of the Education Committee, and chair of the Picnic at Emerald Hill), 

Marilyn Hanchett-Brown (who has served on the Education Committee), David Miller (Board treasurer and Finance 
Committee chair), and Dorothy Mollett (chair of the Legacy Gala committee).  

The following are re-nominated for 3-year terms on the Board:  Frank Batavick, Ellen Baker, Charles Fisher, Jr., Jay 

Graybeal, and Marilyn Maguire Phillips. 

The following have agreed to become new members of the Board and are nominated for 3-year terms: Dale Bowman, 

Dean Robert Camlin, Thomas Long, William Palm, and Terry Smack. 

Watch for your invitation in the mail including a proposed change to the by-laws. 



From the Executive Director 
- Gainor B. Davis 

It used to be that the circus paraded down Main Streets, providing an 
opportunity for everyone in the community to enjoy, learn, and socialize. 

Those days are gone. What now? 

As the Historical Society plans for its future, a great deal of the strategic planning discussion 
has revolved around how HSCC can better serve its current audiences and how can it capture 

new ones.  In a recent article, “What do museum audiences need most? More time for play,” 

chief art and architecture critic for The Washington Post Philip Kennicott wrote about how 

changes in the way Americans work—work-life blending—will affect how cultural 

organizations go about attracting new audiences. The happiness factor, i.e. leading a fulfilling 
life, also has an impact on what types of activities in which people choose to engage. 

Millennials have a decided preference for spending “their money on experiences rather than 

stuff.” 

How much free or leisure time do today’s individuals have? According to the U. S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, in 2015 the average person spent 8 hours, 46 minutes on work and work-

related activities per day; sleeping consumed 7 hours, 53 minutes; eating and drinking, 1 
hour, 5 minutes; house work, 58 minutes; caring for household members, 25 minutes; and 

shopping 28 minutes. The remaining 3 hours and 6 minutes were allocated to leisure and 
sports. However, the time individuals spent on eating, drinking, and shopping—activities 

often associated with leisure time—added another hour and 55 minutes, bringing free time to 
approximately 5 hours and 5 minutes per day. Here is how the average person (15 years plus) 

utilized his/her leisure time: 

 Watching TV: 2 hours, 49 minutes (55%) 

 Socializing/communicating: 38 minutes (12.2%) 

 Playing games/using computers for leisure: 27 minutes (8%) 

 Reading: 19 minutes (6%) 

 Participating in sports, exercise, recreation: 17 minutes (5.5%) 

 Relaxing/thinking: 17 minutes (5.5%) 

 Other leisure activities: 18 minutes (6%) 

There is a great deal of competition for this free time. Just where do historical societies fit in 

to this mix? Potential audiences are motivated to choose leisure time activities that allow 
them to: interact with friends and family; attend special events such as concerts and festivals; 

learn something new; experience unique shopping and dining activities; and visit 

communities with multiple cultural venues. In fact, 29.5% of people surveyed indicated that 
they were highly motivated to visit historic locations; another 9.9% to visit museums. 

Therefore, it is the job of HSCC to provide experiences that first meet the needs of our Carroll 
County communities for history-related educational experiences and for relevant social 

interaction. HSCC must become an “embedded player,” participating in the community, 
searching for partnerships, and offering an 

array of unique programs that provides 
audiences with “time for pleasure, learning 

and self-improvement.” 

As Jim Lightner mentioned, HSCC looks 

forward to providing you, by calendar year’s 
end, with its blue-print for future success 

and for community access to our resources 

24 hours per day, seven days per week. 

HSCC Board of Trustees 2016 
 
 

Chair 
James E. Lightner 
Vice Chair 
Frank J. Batavick 
Past Chair 
Barbara E. Guthrie 
Corporate Secretary 
Jennifer C. Munch 
Treasurer 
David M. Miller 
 

Trustees 
Glenn S. Bair 
Ellen Earp Baker 
Thomas C. Beach IV 
Lynette Brewer 
Carol R. Cain 
Charles O. Fisher, Jr. 
Thomas S. Gordon III 
Jay A. Graybeal 
Marilyn Hanchett-Brown 
Charles Hedges 
Larry Jackson 
Bernard L. Jones, Sr. 
G. Melvin Mills, Jr. 
Dorothy Mollett 
Marilyn Maguire Phillips 
James M. Shriver III 
Douglas P. Velnoskey 
 

 
Staff 
Executive Director - Gainor B. Davis 
Curator of Collections - Catherine Baty 
Admin. Assistant - Marty Mathis 
Bookkeeper - Krista Seifert 
Shop Manager - Debbie Leister 
Media & Special - Gianna Baccala 

Events Assistant 

© The Historical Society of Carroll 
County, MD, Inc., 2016 

 

210 East Main St. 
Westminster, Maryland  21157 

410-848-6494 
Info@HSCCmd.org 
www.HSCCmd.org 

 

Office hours: T-F, 8:30 - 5:00 
Shop hours: Th-S, 10:00 - 4:00 
Library: W-F, 9:30-4:00 
     2nd & 4th Saturday, 9:00 - Noon 
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BUSINESS MEMBER 

~Carroll Lutheran Village ~ 

BUSINESS MEMBER 

~Billingslea Insurance & Real Estate~  

Talking Shop 
- Diana Scott, Volunteer, The Shop at Cockey’s 

 
HSCC’s own Shop at Cockey’s is just brimming with old-fashioned toys for the holidays. Introduce the youngsters in 
your life to the toys, games, and books that were your favorites when growing up, or familiarize them with items 
folks who lived in the 1800s found to be educational and fun.  

Discover the penny whistle, harmonica, miniature tops, pick-up sticks, clay marbles, ball and jacks, dice, and card 

games. You can choose from a great selection of dolls (some made by the ladies of Carroll Lutheran Village); 
perhaps a handmade teddy bear, jigsaw puzzle, or a loom on which to make pot holders is more to your taste. There 
are also colorful fabric frogs and crocheted finger puppets to give to the baby in your life or use as a gift box 
decoration. A favorite with our third graders who visit the Shellman house each fall and spring is the cup and ball 
catcher, where a ball on a string is tossed and caught in the attached cup. The shop also carries games such as 

hopscotch and jump rope that are available in decorative tins. Or, buy one of our Monticello-made heirloom hobby 
horses—I watched while my French “grandchildren” imagined themselves as knights astride their steeds nearing a 
castle, but it could easily have been a “tough” cowboy riding his horse to round up cattle. A little girl might like a 
handmade pillow for her bed. Or select a book like The Awesome Chesapeake, Tieger and Twitter, Keep on Sewing Betsy 

Ross, The Gettysburg Ghost Gang, or The General Store. We invite you to come in and browse during shop hours on 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Antiques & Collectibles Appraisal Day 
The 16th annual Antiques & Collectibles Appraisal Day was held on Saturday, 
September 10, in a new venue, the South Carroll Swim Club. Seven expert 
appraisers volunteered their time and talents to examine clocks and books, 

dolls and jewelry, lamps and coins, brought for appraisal and information by 
about 50 persons, including some new friends from the south County area (a 
constituency we intentionally targeted this year). Twenty-five HSCC 
volunteers took turns during the day to manage the event that was chaired 
again this year by Jennifer Munch, HSCC Board secretary. We were delighted 

to have the founder of the event and long-time Board member, Helen Shriver 
Riley, helping during the day. The appraisal event turned up some surprises 

for everyone: a set of 12 sterling 
silver goblets made by the now-
defunct Baltimore Silver 

Company and valued at $16,000; 
two ivory-topped inscribed canes 
once owned by the president of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad valued 
at $5,000; and a hand-painted glass 

lamp and shade from the later-19th 
century manufactured by Pittsburgh Glass Company and valued at $2,500. 
Two things of special interest (though not of significant value) were a Star 
Wars character in its original packaging and a smoking jacket made from 
cigar ribbons. The appraisers agreed that for most attendees, the value of the 

item was secondary to the sentimentality and family connection attached to 
it. It was agreed that it was another successful event for the Society. 

New to the event this year was appraiser Wes Manger, son of long-time 
HSCC members and volunteers Doug and Josie Manger. 

Appraiser Courtney Wilson examines quilts 
brought in by Nancy Eyler from the 

Taneytown History Museum. 



From the Board Chair 
- James E. Lightner  

The Society has been very active this summer, and it’s been good to see many of our members 
attending various events. You may have joined us for the old-fashioned family picnic at 

Emerald Hill on a very warm Saturday in mid-August, Mimi Ashcraft’s well-attended (over 
100) Box Lunch Talk on one-room schools in Carroll County on August 16, the annual 
Antiques & Collectibles Appraisal Day on September 10 at a new location in south-County, 
and the exhibit on the local Greek community at Emerald Hill in late September. Depending on 
when this Courier arrives in your mailbox, you may have participated in PumpkinPalooza in mid-October or seen our 

pumpkin-themed float in Westminster’s Halloween Parade the following Saturday.  

The Board of Trustees held a full-day retreat on October 8 to react to the recommendations from the several 
committees of our ongoing Strategic Planning process. Throughout the past several months the committees have met to 
consider the future of the Society, and two have already reported to the Board. We have considered a new mission and 

vision statement that projects us more actively into the education of our fellow Carroll countians. And we have 
approved a plan to reallocate the spaces in the Kimmey House to make our research library (a significant but often little
-known resource) more accessible and more viable; we also plan to make our Society and its offerings more welcoming 
to visitors when they enter our front door. The details of the new plan will be shared at the Society’s annual meeting at 
the Manchester Fireman’s Activity Building on November 9. 

Finally, we hope to have the Society’s new web-site up and running by the time you read this. It will be much more 
user-friendly and will enable you to keep up with all the activities planned for fall as well to see interesting things about 

the Society and its programs. Watch for an announcement about its launch. 

Thanks for your involvement, especially if you’re one of our many volunteers, and thanks for your 

continued support, especially in the Fall Campaign. We hope to see you soon. That’s all for now. 
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Welcome, New Members 

July 1, 2016 ~ Sept. 15, 2016 
 

Don Coonan, Huntington 

Aaron Duckett, Mt. Airy 
Linda Eicholtz, New Windsor 
Edie Haschert, Westminster 

Pat Roop Hollinger, Westminster 

Join our Giving Bee! 
Nineteenth-century Americans socialized with friends, family, and neighbors 
throughout the year with “bees” and “frolics.” A “bee” was a gathering to 
carry out a specific time-consuming job like cornhusking or quilting. The 

person who called the bee was expected to feed their guest-workers and to re-
pay this donated time day-for-day at a later date. The word “frolic” was used 
interchangeably but had a more party-like connotation attached to it. So there 
were “nut,” “apple,” and “reaping” frolics, where the participants harvested 
autumn’s bounty and also enjoyed the company of others. One source 

indicated that farmers also organized “dung” frolics to fertilize the fields. 
Sounds like fun! 

Each year, the Historical Society embarks on its annual fund campaign to insure 

that it has the where-with-all to take care of time-consuming, labor-intensive activities. These funds pay for equipment 
maintenance, information technology services, snow removal, tree pruning, general printing—non-showy, but critical 
expenses that allow HSCC to keep its doors open and to preserve and make accessible the County’s unique history to 
visitors to and residents of Carroll County. These are day-to-day endeavors that neither staff nor volunteers have the 

time or expertise to carry out. 

On June 30, 2016, HSCC completed its first July to June fiscal year. We are pleased to announce that due to the 
generosity of our members and friends, HSCC was able to meet and exceed its FY16 Annual Giving goal of $50,000. 

Those of you who contributed to this initiative helped HSCC secure precious unrestricted operating support. Our new 
fiscal year (FY2017) began July 1, 2016, and we are hoping to raise $60,000 for the annual fund this year. With your 
continued support, we know that this goal is achievable. If you haven’t given to the annual fund in the past, consider a 
small gift this year. For your convenience, we have enclosed a response envelope. Thank you for participating in our 
“Giving Bee!” 

For Your Information 

The ladies of the Meadow Branch Aid 
Society, 1941 
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On The Road . . . 

Where we’re going next 

Take a break from the holiday hustle and join HSCC on a special seasonal trip on Friday, December 9. Our first stop is 
the Brandywine River Museum. Housed in a renovated 19th century mill with a dramatic steel and glass addition, the 

museum overlooks the bucolic Brandywine River. The Museum features galleries dedicated to the work of N.C. Wyeth, 
Andrew Wyeth, and Jamie Wyeth. Its outstanding collection is a cross-section of American art, with a special focus on 
artistic practice in the Brandywine valley.  

Then we’re off to nearby Longwood Gardens. 
We’ve been to Longwood before, but for the 
holidays, Longwood becomes a night-blooming 
garden of 420,000 lights that 
includes daffodils, crocuses, lilacs and wisteria all 

fashioned from lights. Luminescent blue lights 
outline the five-acre Main Fountain Garden, a 
towering blue spruce tree is aglow with frosty 
ornaments, and huge starry snowflakes sparkle in 

distant trees. The 1730 Peirce-du Pont House, the 
oldest building at Longwood Gardens, is decorated 
with delights of all types. And the Main 
Conservatory is a sparkling display of trees, lights, 
and flowers. 

Everyone will be on their own to explore Longwood 
at their own pace. Many of the decorations are outdoors, so be sure to dress for the weather and wear appropriate 
walking shoes. The museum’s two restaurants are open late and everyone is on their own for dinner. 

The bus leaves from the parking lot on Ralph Street, behind the 
Church of the Ascension, at noon and will arrive back in 
Westminster at 10:00 p.m. Cost for the trip (includes transportation 

and admissions) is $85 for HSCC members and $90 for non-

members. Reservations are required by November 21. No 
reservations are guaranteed until payment is received; it is 
recommended that payment be made when making a reservation. 
No refunds can be made for cancellations after the reservation 
deadline. Call HSCC at 410-848-6494 to make a reservation.  
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What We’ve Been Doing 

Page  5 

Happy 180th Birthday, 

Carroll County! 

Saturday, January 21 

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Grace Hall, Grace Lutheran Church 

21 Carroll Street, Westminster 
 

Guest Speaker: Sam Riley 

Shriver Millstones: Enterprise and 
Politics in the Pipe Creek Watershed  

Underwritten through the generosity of 
The Carroll County Office of Tourism 

Bus Trip, Mansions Along the Delaware 

Mary Shellman Birthday 

Ice Cream Social 

Picnic at Emerald Hill 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 

6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

Legacy Gala at 

Emerald Hill: 

The Land of Oz 



The Curator's Corner 
- Cathy Baty, Curator  

Many people are familiar with the Carrollton 
Hounds, a fox-hunting club that has been active 
in Carroll County since 1936. Though I had 

never associated fox hunting with Maryland, I 
was at least familiar with the sport. 

However, then I came across something in our 
collection that totally surprised me – 
photographs of a hunt club that used basset 
hounds! When I was little, one of our neighbors 
had a basset and, while he was cute and 

friendly, energetic and athletic he definitely was 
not. But when they are properly trained, bassets 
can be determined in pursuit of their prey. The 
Timber Ridge Bassets, established by Charles 
R. Rogers in 1946, was the second oldest pack 

in the country, and the first to be recognized by 
the National Beagle Club of America. The 
hounds were descended from the Walhampton 
pack, the best known in England. 

By the 1980s, there were over 160 members of 
the club, and almost 100 would turn out for the 
hunts on Sunday afternoons. A basset hunt is 

much like a fox hunt but with two important differences: the hunters are on foot, not horseback, and the quarry is 
rabbits, not foxes. Each month during the hunt season, usually October through March, the club sent members a 
postcard with the schedule and locations of the hunts. According to a feature in the March 7, 1984, issue of the Carroll 

County Times, a typical hunt consisted of assembling at 2:30 p.m. at the designated location, following the hounds for 

about two hours, then returning to the host’s home for refreshments. 

Only those in charge of the hunt – the huntsman 
and his assistants, called “whippers-in” – wore 
what we think of as traditional hunting garb. For 
the Timber Ridge Bassets, the uniform consisted 
of a harrier green coat with gold collar, white 

trousers, and white gloves. Wearing the uniform 
was a great honor. According to The Genteel Art 

of Bassetting which appeared in the Philadelphia 

Inquirer in December 1975, “those to whom 

Timber Ridge extends this privilege receive the 
honor at their Basset Ball. They receive it from 
Charles Rogers, a man with the presence, 
majesty and figure of Henry VIII . . .  The 
presentation of the Timber Ridge green coat is as 

ceremonious as a knighting.” The other 
members of the club wore whatever was 
comfortable for a hike through the Carroll 
County countryside. 

Eventually, the group became world-famous and 
was featured in the December 12, 1955, issue of 
Life magazine and the December 24, 1979, issue 

of Sports Illustrated. 
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Tales from the Library 
- Mary Ann Ashcraft, Library Volunteer 

Sometimes we volunteers at the Historical Society’s library get almost as 
much pleasure from discoveries our patrons make as they do, especially 

when they, and we, have searched high and low for the information and it 
suddenly comes to light in an obscure reference book or a file folder. It is 
that vicarious enjoyment which keeps us returning as volunteers even 
when we can’t always provide an answer to every question. 

Volunteers who have lived in Carroll County for many years sometimes 
get on the phone with an old-timer we know who remembers where that 
long-lost schoolhouse used to be, or the cemetery that seems to have 

disappeared. A community’s collective memory is often just as important 
a resource as a book, and it is something the internet can’t offer! 

Don H., a recent visitor from Pennsylvania, got a big kick out of seeing 

some ancestors’ names in a book given to the library this spring. 
Shoemaker by Trade isn’t a resource likely to be found in an online search. 

Only a few copies were printed and distributed, and HSCC was the lucky 
recipient of one. The compiler, Kathleen Ann Cornwall, paid to have the 
shoemaker’s business ledger translated from German and for the private 
printing. Don, descendant of a long line of Pennsylvania Germans who 

lived in northern Carroll County, found evidence of his ancestors buying 
shoes and having them repaired over 200 years ago. Researchers don’t very often find these tidbits related to the 
everyday life of a humble farming family. Those of us who know Don were delighted to put the book in his hands and 
watch him find his ancestors. 

Volunteer Dolores Rajca can access many of Baltimore’s early newspapers and has a personal subscription to 
Genealogybank.com. She often helps patrons find articles in old newspapers not available in our library. Mike H. was 
looking for the burial spot of an ancestor but couldn’t find it in local papers or our cemetery records. Because his 

ancestor was a former Carroll County commissioner and well-known geologist, his obituary appeared in the Baltimore 
Sun, and it mentioned where he was laid to rest. Dolores discovered several other new and interesting references for 

Mike as well. 

Library volunteers frequently turn themselves inside out to help researchers because we enjoy the challenge of “the 

hunt.” 

Master of the Hounds Charles Rogers unloads the pack from their custom-
built trailer for a hunt at Crookabout Farm in Uniontown, November 2, 1948.  

One of the special events of the club’s hunt season was the Blessing of the 
Hounds which was held on Thanksgiving weekend. Seen here is the 1950 

ceremony that was held at Chartley Farms.  

Preserve Your Family Treasures 

Historical materials—whether in a museum collection or in your private 

collection—need gentle treatment and special care to ensure their survival. 
Museums use boxes, folders, papers, and other storage materials whose 

design and chemical composition will not harm fragile items and will help 

protect them from environmental and physical damage.  

As a public service, the Historical Society offers an assortment of storage 
materials for sale in our museum shop. Stop by The Shop at Cockey’s 

Thursday - Saturday from 10:00 -  4:00 to purchase materials. Not sure what 

you need? The Society’s staff will be happy to answer your questions and 

help you select the appropriate storage materials for your family treasures.  
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you need? The Society’s staff will be happy to answer your questions and 

help you select the appropriate storage materials for your family treasures.  
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What We’ve Been Doing 

Page  5 

Happy 180th Birthday, 

Carroll County! 

Saturday, January 21 

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Grace Hall, Grace Lutheran Church 

21 Carroll Street, Westminster 
 

Guest Speaker: Sam Riley 

Shriver Millstones: Enterprise and 
Politics in the Pipe Creek Watershed  

Underwritten through the generosity of 
The Carroll County Office of Tourism 

Bus Trip, Mansions Along the Delaware 

Mary Shellman Birthday 

Ice Cream Social 

Picnic at Emerald Hill 

Saturday, April 29, 2017 

6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

Legacy Gala at 

Emerald Hill: 

The Land of Oz 
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On The Road . . . 

Where we’re going next 

Take a break from the holiday hustle and join HSCC on a special seasonal trip on Friday, December 9. Our first stop is 
the Brandywine River Museum. Housed in a renovated 19th century mill with a dramatic steel and glass addition, the 

museum overlooks the bucolic Brandywine River. The Museum features galleries dedicated to the work of N.C. Wyeth, 
Andrew Wyeth, and Jamie Wyeth. Its outstanding collection is a cross-section of American art, with a special focus on 
artistic practice in the Brandywine valley.  

Then we’re off to nearby Longwood Gardens. 
We’ve been to Longwood before, but for the 
holidays, Longwood becomes a night-blooming 
garden of 420,000 lights that 
includes daffodils, crocuses, lilacs and wisteria all 

fashioned from lights. Luminescent blue lights 
outline the five-acre Main Fountain Garden, a 
towering blue spruce tree is aglow with frosty 
ornaments, and huge starry snowflakes sparkle in 

distant trees. The 1730 Peirce-du Pont House, the 
oldest building at Longwood Gardens, is decorated 
with delights of all types. And the Main 
Conservatory is a sparkling display of trees, lights, 
and flowers. 

Everyone will be on their own to explore Longwood 
at their own pace. Many of the decorations are outdoors, so be sure to dress for the weather and wear appropriate 
walking shoes. The museum’s two restaurants are open late and everyone is on their own for dinner. 

The bus leaves from the parking lot on Ralph Street, behind the 
Church of the Ascension, at noon and will arrive back in 
Westminster at 10:00 p.m. Cost for the trip (includes transportation 

and admissions) is $85 for HSCC members and $90 for non-

members. Reservations are required by November 21. No 
reservations are guaranteed until payment is received; it is 
recommended that payment be made when making a reservation. 
No refunds can be made for cancellations after the reservation 
deadline. Call HSCC at 410-848-6494 to make a reservation.  



From the Board Chair 
- James E. Lightner  

The Society has been very active this summer, and it’s been good to see many of our members 
attending various events. You may have joined us for the old-fashioned family picnic at 

Emerald Hill on a very warm Saturday in mid-August, Mimi Ashcraft’s well-attended (over 
100) Box Lunch Talk on one-room schools in Carroll County on August 16, the annual 
Antiques & Collectibles Appraisal Day on September 10 at a new location in south-County, 
and the exhibit on the local Greek community at Emerald Hill in late September. Depending on 
when this Courier arrives in your mailbox, you may have participated in PumpkinPalooza in mid-October or seen our 

pumpkin-themed float in Westminster’s Halloween Parade the following Saturday.  

The Board of Trustees held a full-day retreat on October 8 to react to the recommendations from the several 
committees of our ongoing Strategic Planning process. Throughout the past several months the committees have met to 
consider the future of the Society, and two have already reported to the Board. We have considered a new mission and 

vision statement that projects us more actively into the education of our fellow Carroll countians. And we have 
approved a plan to reallocate the spaces in the Kimmey House to make our research library (a significant but often little
-known resource) more accessible and more viable; we also plan to make our Society and its offerings more welcoming 
to visitors when they enter our front door. The details of the new plan will be shared at the Society’s annual meeting at 
the Manchester Fireman’s Activity Building on November 9. 

Finally, we hope to have the Society’s new web-site up and running by the time you read this. It will be much more 
user-friendly and will enable you to keep up with all the activities planned for fall as well to see interesting things about 

the Society and its programs. Watch for an announcement about its launch. 

Thanks for your involvement, especially if you’re one of our many volunteers, and thanks for your 

continued support, especially in the Fall Campaign. We hope to see you soon. That’s all for now. 
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Welcome, New Members 

July 1, 2016 ~ Sept. 15, 2016 
 

Don Coonan, Huntington 

Aaron Duckett, Mt. Airy 
Linda Eicholtz, New Windsor 
Edie Haschert, Westminster 

Pat Roop Hollinger, Westminster 

Join our Giving Bee! 
Nineteenth-century Americans socialized with friends, family, and neighbors 
throughout the year with “bees” and “frolics.” A “bee” was a gathering to 
carry out a specific time-consuming job like cornhusking or quilting. The 

person who called the bee was expected to feed their guest-workers and to re-
pay this donated time day-for-day at a later date. The word “frolic” was used 
interchangeably but had a more party-like connotation attached to it. So there 
were “nut,” “apple,” and “reaping” frolics, where the participants harvested 
autumn’s bounty and also enjoyed the company of others. One source 

indicated that farmers also organized “dung” frolics to fertilize the fields. 
Sounds like fun! 

Each year, the Historical Society embarks on its annual fund campaign to insure 

that it has the where-with-all to take care of time-consuming, labor-intensive activities. These funds pay for equipment 
maintenance, information technology services, snow removal, tree pruning, general printing—non-showy, but critical 
expenses that allow HSCC to keep its doors open and to preserve and make accessible the County’s unique history to 
visitors to and residents of Carroll County. These are day-to-day endeavors that neither staff nor volunteers have the 

time or expertise to carry out. 

On June 30, 2016, HSCC completed its first July to June fiscal year. We are pleased to announce that due to the 
generosity of our members and friends, HSCC was able to meet and exceed its FY16 Annual Giving goal of $50,000. 

Those of you who contributed to this initiative helped HSCC secure precious unrestricted operating support. Our new 
fiscal year (FY2017) began July 1, 2016, and we are hoping to raise $60,000 for the annual fund this year. With your 
continued support, we know that this goal is achievable. If you haven’t given to the annual fund in the past, consider a 
small gift this year. For your convenience, we have enclosed a response envelope. Thank you for participating in our 
“Giving Bee!” 

For Your Information 

The ladies of the Meadow Branch Aid 
Society, 1941 



From the Executive Director 
- Gainor B. Davis 

It used to be that the circus paraded down Main Streets, providing an 
opportunity for everyone in the community to enjoy, learn, and socialize. 

Those days are gone. What now? 

As the Historical Society plans for its future, a great deal of the strategic planning discussion 
has revolved around how HSCC can better serve its current audiences and how can it capture 

new ones.  In a recent article, “What do museum audiences need most? More time for play,” 

chief art and architecture critic for The Washington Post Philip Kennicott wrote about how 

changes in the way Americans work—work-life blending—will affect how cultural 

organizations go about attracting new audiences. The happiness factor, i.e. leading a fulfilling 
life, also has an impact on what types of activities in which people choose to engage. 

Millennials have a decided preference for spending “their money on experiences rather than 

stuff.” 

How much free or leisure time do today’s individuals have? According to the U. S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, in 2015 the average person spent 8 hours, 46 minutes on work and work-

related activities per day; sleeping consumed 7 hours, 53 minutes; eating and drinking, 1 
hour, 5 minutes; house work, 58 minutes; caring for household members, 25 minutes; and 

shopping 28 minutes. The remaining 3 hours and 6 minutes were allocated to leisure and 
sports. However, the time individuals spent on eating, drinking, and shopping—activities 

often associated with leisure time—added another hour and 55 minutes, bringing free time to 
approximately 5 hours and 5 minutes per day. Here is how the average person (15 years plus) 

utilized his/her leisure time: 

 Watching TV: 2 hours, 49 minutes (55%) 

 Socializing/communicating: 38 minutes (12.2%) 

 Playing games/using computers for leisure: 27 minutes (8%) 

 Reading: 19 minutes (6%) 

 Participating in sports, exercise, recreation: 17 minutes (5.5%) 

 Relaxing/thinking: 17 minutes (5.5%) 

 Other leisure activities: 18 minutes (6%) 

There is a great deal of competition for this free time. Just where do historical societies fit in 

to this mix? Potential audiences are motivated to choose leisure time activities that allow 
them to: interact with friends and family; attend special events such as concerts and festivals; 

learn something new; experience unique shopping and dining activities; and visit 

communities with multiple cultural venues. In fact, 29.5% of people surveyed indicated that 
they were highly motivated to visit historic locations; another 9.9% to visit museums. 

Therefore, it is the job of HSCC to provide experiences that first meet the needs of our Carroll 
County communities for history-related educational experiences and for relevant social 

interaction. HSCC must become an “embedded player,” participating in the community, 
searching for partnerships, and offering an 

array of unique programs that provides 
audiences with “time for pleasure, learning 

and self-improvement.” 

As Jim Lightner mentioned, HSCC looks 

forward to providing you, by calendar year’s 
end, with its blue-print for future success 

and for community access to our resources 

24 hours per day, seven days per week. 

HSCC Board of Trustees 2016 
 
 

Chair 
James E. Lightner 
Vice Chair 
Frank J. Batavick 
Past Chair 
Barbara E. Guthrie 
Corporate Secretary 
Jennifer C. Munch 
Treasurer 
David M. Miller 
 

Trustees 
Glenn S. Bair 
Ellen Earp Baker 
Thomas C. Beach IV 
Lynette Brewer 
Carol R. Cain 
Charles O. Fisher, Jr. 
Thomas S. Gordon III 
Jay A. Graybeal 
Marilyn Hanchett-Brown 
Charles Hedges 
Larry Jackson 
Bernard L. Jones, Sr. 
G. Melvin Mills, Jr. 
Dorothy Mollett 
Marilyn Maguire Phillips 
James M. Shriver III 
Douglas P. Velnoskey 
 

 
Staff 
Executive Director - Gainor B. Davis 
Curator of Collections - Catherine Baty 
Admin. Assistant - Marty Mathis 
Bookkeeper - Krista Seifert 
Shop Manager - Debbie Leister 
Media & Special - Gianna Baccala 

Events Assistant 

© The Historical Society of Carroll 
County, MD, Inc., 2016 

 

210 East Main St. 
Westminster, Maryland  21157 

410-848-6494 
Info@HSCCmd.org 
www.HSCCmd.org 

 

Office hours: T-F, 8:30 - 5:00 
Shop hours: Th-S, 10:00 - 4:00 
Library: W-F, 9:30-4:00 
     2nd & 4th Saturday, 9:00 - Noon 
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BUSINESS MEMBER 

~Carroll Lutheran Village ~ 

BUSINESS MEMBER 

~Billingslea Insurance & Real Estate~  

Talking Shop 
- Diana Scott, Volunteer, The Shop at Cockey’s 

 
HSCC’s own Shop at Cockey’s is just brimming with old-fashioned toys for the holidays. Introduce the youngsters in 
your life to the toys, games, and books that were your favorites when growing up, or familiarize them with items 
folks who lived in the 1800s found to be educational and fun.  

Discover the penny whistle, harmonica, miniature tops, pick-up sticks, clay marbles, ball and jacks, dice, and card 

games. You can choose from a great selection of dolls (some made by the ladies of Carroll Lutheran Village); 
perhaps a handmade teddy bear, jigsaw puzzle, or a loom on which to make pot holders is more to your taste. There 
are also colorful fabric frogs and crocheted finger puppets to give to the baby in your life or use as a gift box 
decoration. A favorite with our third graders who visit the Shellman house each fall and spring is the cup and ball 
catcher, where a ball on a string is tossed and caught in the attached cup. The shop also carries games such as 

hopscotch and jump rope that are available in decorative tins. Or, buy one of our Monticello-made heirloom hobby 
horses—I watched while my French “grandchildren” imagined themselves as knights astride their steeds nearing a 
castle, but it could easily have been a “tough” cowboy riding his horse to round up cattle. A little girl might like a 
handmade pillow for her bed. Or select a book like The Awesome Chesapeake, Tieger and Twitter, Keep on Sewing Betsy 

Ross, The Gettysburg Ghost Gang, or The General Store. We invite you to come in and browse during shop hours on 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Antiques & Collectibles Appraisal Day 
The 16th annual Antiques & Collectibles Appraisal Day was held on Saturday, 
September 10, in a new venue, the South Carroll Swim Club. Seven expert 
appraisers volunteered their time and talents to examine clocks and books, 

dolls and jewelry, lamps and coins, brought for appraisal and information by 
about 50 persons, including some new friends from the south County area (a 
constituency we intentionally targeted this year). Twenty-five HSCC 
volunteers took turns during the day to manage the event that was chaired 
again this year by Jennifer Munch, HSCC Board secretary. We were delighted 

to have the founder of the event and long-time Board member, Helen Shriver 
Riley, helping during the day. The appraisal event turned up some surprises 

for everyone: a set of 12 sterling 
silver goblets made by the now-
defunct Baltimore Silver 

Company and valued at $16,000; 
two ivory-topped inscribed canes 
once owned by the president of the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad valued 
at $5,000; and a hand-painted glass 

lamp and shade from the later-19th 
century manufactured by Pittsburgh Glass Company and valued at $2,500. 
Two things of special interest (though not of significant value) were a Star 
Wars character in its original packaging and a smoking jacket made from 
cigar ribbons. The appraisers agreed that for most attendees, the value of the 

item was secondary to the sentimentality and family connection attached to 
it. It was agreed that it was another successful event for the Society. 

New to the event this year was appraiser Wes Manger, son of long-time 
HSCC members and volunteers Doug and Josie Manger. 

Appraiser Courtney Wilson examines quilts 
brought in by Nancy Eyler from the 

Taneytown History Museum. 
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BUSINESS MEMBERS (as of September 15, 2016) 

Please support those who support The Historical Society. 

Airpark Animal Hospital 

American Heritage Insurance Agency 

Antrim 1844 

Apple Plumbing & Heating 

Aquino Financial Group 

Bare Truck Center 

Barnes-Bollinger Insurance Services 

Bartlett Tree Experts 

Baugher Enterprises 

Billingslea Insurance & Real Estate 

Bowman's Feed & Pet 

Carroll Community College 

Carroll County Chamber of 

Commerce 

Carroll Hospital Center 

Carroll Lutheran Village 

Central Maryland Rehabilitation 

Services 

Computer Network Solutions 

The Cutting Garden 

Dean Robert Camlin & Associates 

Development Company of America 

Dulany, Leahy, Curtis & Beach 

Eagle Oil Company 

Hoffman, Comfort, Offutt, Scott & 

Halstad 

InfoPathways 

Johansson’s Dining House & 

Restaurant 

Law Offices of Stephen P. Bourexis 

Lehigh Cement Company 

M&T Bank—Hampstead 

Maggie’s Restaurant & Catering 

Marcia Duffy Insurance Agency 

McDaniel College 

Midlantic Financial 

MJO Services 

New Windsor State Bank 

Oak Hill Wood Service 

P.A. Martin & Sons  

Paradiso Ristorante 

Rill’s Bus Service 

Samuel C. Hoff Agency 

Scott, Pitrone, Sorkin & Jarvis 

Orthodontics 

Snyders Auction 

Terry’s Tag & Title 

Tevis Oil/Modern Comfort Systems 

Thomas, Bennett, & Hunter 

Velnoskey Wealth Management 

Group of Janney Montgomery Scott 

Walsh & Fisher, PA 

Westminster Antique Mall 

Westminster Lawn Landscapers 

Supply 

Annual Meeting to be Held on November 9 

Directions to the Annual Meeting 

The Fireman’s Activity Building is located at 3285-3299 York Street, Manchester. 

From Main Street, turn east onto York Street. Go four blocks. The Activity 

Building is on the right. Enter the parking lot through the stone pillars at the 

intersection with Locust Street. There is parking on both sides of  the building. 

Enter the building through the glass doors that face York Street. 

The Historical Society will hold its annual meeting on Wednesday, November 9, at the Manchester Fireman’s Activity 

Building. [Note: the meeting is not at the firehouse; see the bottom of this page for directions to the Activity Building].  

The doors open at 6:00 p.m. for drinks and hors d’oeuvres. Dinner begins at 6:30. This year’s menu includes: roast 

turkey, ham, carrots, green beans, mashed potatoes, creamy cole slaw, and ice cream. Cost is $35 per person. 

Reservations are required by October 21. Call the office at 410-848-6494 or email Marty@HSCCmd.org. 

The entertainment for the evening will be provided by Walt Michael and Rob Caswell. Michael is an 
internationally recognized virtuoso on the hammered dulcimer. The earliest reference in this country to 

the instrument - which probably originated in the Middle East about 900 A.D. - comes from Salem, 
Massachusetts, in 1717. The duo will talk about the dulcimer’s history and perform traditional music 
from Scotland, Ireland, southern Appalachia, and New England. Michael is Artist-in-Residence at 
McDaniel College as well as the founder and executive director of Common Ground on the Hill. 
Caswell is apprenticing under Michael, learning to play the dulcimer as well as building two new 

instruments. 

During the evening we will recognize those retiring from the Board of Trustees at the end of the year: Carol Cain (a 
Shellman house docent, Shop volunteer, member of the Education Committee, and chair of the Picnic at Emerald Hill), 

Marilyn Hanchett-Brown (who has served on the Education Committee), David Miller (Board treasurer and Finance 
Committee chair), and Dorothy Mollett (chair of the Legacy Gala committee).  

The following are re-nominated for 3-year terms on the Board:  Frank Batavick, Ellen Baker, Charles Fisher, Jr., Jay 

Graybeal, and Marilyn Maguire Phillips. 

The following have agreed to become new members of the Board and are nominated for 3-year terms: Dale Bowman, 

Dean Robert Camlin, Thomas Long, William Palm, and Terry Smack. 

Watch for your invitation in the mail including a proposed change to the by-laws. 




