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HSCC in the Thick of Things 
Emerald Hill, the antebellum mansion built by Colonel John K. Longwell in 1842, assumes a central role in 
two upcoming community events—Celebrating America Weekend, Friday and Saturday, May 20 & 21, and the 
153rd Anniversary of Corbit’s Charge, Friday-Sunday, June 24-26.  

As part of its commitment to bring history to larger 
audiences, HSCC entered into a ten-year lease with the 
City of Westminster to make use of Emerald Hill’s first 
and second floors and surrounding grounds for history-
oriented programming. Emerald Hill, the former site of 
city administrative activities, still serves as a meeting 
place for the City Council and other city commissions. 

Celebrating America is an initiative of the Carroll County 
Commissioners that is comprised of interested 
community partners committed to promoting a greater 
understanding of American history and historically 
significant people, events, and places, particularly those 
within Carroll County. For the past year, HSCC has 
worked with the Carroll County Public Library, Union 
Mills Homestead, and the Commissioners to create this 
two-day event.   

On Friday, May 20, the weekend will begin with a luncheon (noon to 
2 p.m., at Grace Lutheran Church), featuring award-winning 
documentarian and biographer Mark Zwonitzer, author of The 
Statesman and the Storyteller. Just released, this publication chronicles 
the friendship of two extraordinary American figures, Secretary of 
State John Hay and renowned author Mark Twain, in the early 1900s 
as the United States pursued an aggressive campaign of empire 
building. The fee for this event is $30 and includes lunch and a copy 
of the book. For tickets, go to: library.carr.org/Author. 

Saturday, May 21, features a free outdoor festival (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) in and around Emerald Hill with 
performances by middle school music and choral groups. Other aspects of the day include: recognition of 
Carroll County’s winners of the National History Day contest; Civil War era dancing; and exhibitors and 
hands-on activities. And “Shake Hands with History” by interacting with costumed historical figures like Jeb 
Stuart, William Winchester, and Mary Shellman. From noon to 2 p.m., best-selling author of the American 
Girl series Valerie Tripp will lead a multigenerational writing workshop. Tickets are $15 and include tea and 
a copy of an American Girl book. Purchase your tickets in advance by going online to: http://
library.carr.org/American Girl. 

See page 4 for information about the Corbit’s Charge commemoration in June. 

Emerald Hill, site of the Celebra ng America Weekend. 



From the Executive Director 
- Gainor B. Davis 
  

On Saturday, March 19, HSCC invited 22 history-based 
organizations throughout the County to meet at Cockey’s in the 
Koontz-Yingling Learning Center to discuss areas of mutual interest. The purpose 
of the meeting was to determine whether there was enough interest to form a 
coalition of organizations dedicated to raising the visibility of and access to the 
County’s unique historical resources for residents and visitors alike.   

Seated around the table were 20 representatives from the following groups: Carroll 
County Genealogical Society, Carroll County Commissioners’ Celebrating America 
initiative, the 153rd Corbit’s Charge Celebration Committee, Carroll County Farm 
Museum, Historic Shriver Graveyard, New Windsor Heritage Committee, Pipe 
Creek Civil War Roundtable, Taneytown Heritage & Museum Association, Union 
Mills Homestead & Shriver Grist Mill, Western Maryland Railway Historical 
Society, Westminster Cemetery Company, Westminster Historic District 
Commission, as well as the Historical Society.  

Initially, discussions focused on how to define the value of history and its relevance 
for today’s technologically savvy audiences. Community engagement is paramount 
to our continued survival. We all have very loyal membership and volunteer pools, 
but all agreed that “new blood—younger blood” was critical to sustaining our 
missions of collecting, preserving, and making history accessible to future 
generations. How do we create a highly visible presence for the important work that 
we do? 

As convener of the meeting, I spoke about the History Relevance Campaign. 
Established in early 2013 by history professionals associated with organizations like 
the American Alliance of Museums, the American Association for State & Local 
History, National History Day, and the American Historical Association, the 
movement has formulated a “call to action” entitled “The Value of History.” The 
premise of this document is that “the historical community can change the common 
perception that history is nice, but not essential.” (To learn more, access 
historyrelevance.com.) 

Reinforcing the importance of engaging new communities for history, Tony Eckard, 
co-chair of Celebrating America, discussed the upcoming Celebrating America 
Weekend, May 20-21, 2016, and invited the group’s participation in this event. (See 
the cover article in this Courier.) The hope is that each institution will develop and 
man an information booth, highlighting its significant role in telling the “stories” of 
Carroll County’s people, places, and events. There is strength in numbers. 

The general consensus was that this 90-minute meeting had been productive and 
that the group should continue to meet on a regular basis. Eileen Souza, President of 
the Genealogical Society, offered to create a Facebook page to stimulate further 
conversation and information sharing. If you would like to be part of our nascent 
coalition but could not attend this meeting or did not receive an invitation, please 
join us. Contact me at Gainor@HSCCmd.org.  

HSCC Board of Trustees 2016 
 
 

Chair 
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Corporate Secretary 
Jennifer C. Munch 
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© The Historical Society of Carroll 
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410-848-6494 
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~Samuel C. Hoff Agency~ 
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~Barnes-Bollinger Insurance Services~  

Talking Shop 
- Debbie Leister, Manager, The Shop at Cockey’s 

Fraktur is a folk art brought from Europe to American church communities during the 18th and 19th centuries, although 
the art form existed in Europe from the 16th century. The decorative writings were first made using homemade papers, 
inks, and dyes, which were applied with homemade brushes and quill pens by those fortunate enough to learn the arts 
of writing and decoration. There are beautiful examples in local museums and historic churches. Frakturs are seen in 
abundance in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, notably at the Ephrata Cloister where, in the 1700s, community 
members created beautifully decorated and detailed musical manuscripts. 

The Pennsylvania Dutch art form has subtle differences from the earlier European 
examples. One is that the birds, flowers, and many other motifs used were those native 
to the New World. New design motifs emerged to express a new patriotism, and clothed 
figures reflected the styles of the time in which they were created. These documents were 
created to record the vital statistics of everyday life such as births, baptisms, or 
marriages, or to create genealogical records. Others were blessings for homes, often 
times given as gifts. 

Dunkards, Mennonites, and Amish produced manuscripts for use only within their own 
communities. Many beautiful Haus Segen (house blessings) can be found. Vorschriften 
(writing examples by a schoolmaster) were used in the schools to teach penmanship. 
Most of the Taufscheine (birth and baptism certificates) were produced by the Lutheran 
and Reformed communities. 

The Shop at Cockey’s features works by modern artists who practice traditional arts such as tole painting, paper 
quilling, and needlework. Pictured here is an example of a modern fraktur for sale in the Shop. 

It seemed like winter would 
never end, but signs of spring are 
appearing at HSCC. Stop by and 
enjoy a stroll through the Shipley 
Memorial Garden behind the 
Shellman House. 



From the Board Chair 
- James E. Lightner  

As 2016 rolls forward, sometimes too quickly it seems, your Historical Society is moving 
forward as well. We have begun strategic planning in several ways, under the stewardship of 
Vice-Chair Frank Batavick. We have held several focus sessions in which we received insight 
on local perceptions of us, we are reconsidering the uses of our various buildings, and we have 
received guidance from outside consultants on programming and image-building. Stay tuned 
for updates as we continue this process. 

Since the last issue of the Courier, we held several development events aimed at increasing membership and stewardship, 
continued our sponsorship of monthly Box Lunch Talks and Past Times for Children, and aided researchers in our 
Library. Committees have also been very active in planning our Legacy Gala (April 30), the annual Antiques & 
Collectibles Appraisal Day (September 10), as well as some new summer and fall family events. So we have been busy! 

I hope to see you at the Legacy Gala in the barn at Good Fellowship Farm. 
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Carroll County Visitors’ Center to Relocate 
 

Starting on July 1, 2016, Emerald Hill will house the Carroll County Visitors’ Information Center. The Center is continuing its long association with HSCC, moving from the Society’s Kimmey House (210 East Main Street) to the first floor of Emerald Hill.  

Welcome, New Members 
Jan. 1, 2016 ~ Mar. 31, 2016 

Andrew Atwater, Westminster 
Phyllis H. Bassler, New Windsor 
Brenda Booze Fennell, Boynton Beach, FL 
Carolyn Freitag, Eldersburg 
John Grumbine, Palmyra, PA 
Carol Kershner, Westminster 
Victoria Kinnear, Baltimore 
Latoyia May, Baltimore 
Joseph McGraw, Reisterstown 
Vanessa Meadows, Mount Airy 
Debbie Reda, Westminster 
Jane F. Sharpe, Westminster 
Ron Tanner, Reisterstown 
Faye Thompson, Towson 
Don Weller, Frederick 

 
In Memoriam 

Harvey B. Bair  
Doris S. Rasche  
E. Larue Sipes  

Go To Bat For HSCC 
 

O, somewhere in this favored land dark clouds may hide the sun, 
And somewhere bands no longer play and children have no fun! 
And somewhere over blighted lives there hangs a heavy pall, 
But Mudville hearts are happy now, for Casey hit the ball. 

Casey’s Revenge by Grantland Rice (1907)* 
 

Everyone is familiar with the poem, Casey at the Bat, penned by Ernest Lawrence Thayer in 
1888. However, it is wonderful to know that Casey reclaimed his “hero” status with the 
fickle Mudville fans by hitting a home run to center field and winning the game for his team 
after striking out twice.  
 
 
 

Make HSCC a winner, too, by supporting its spring 2016 
Annual Campaign. Our season ends June 30, 2016. 
Currently, donors have given more than $45,000 toward our 
end-of–the fiscal year goal of $60,000. These unrestricted 
funds are critical to HSCC’s continued stability and growth. 
For example, 8% ($32,885) of our FY 2016 budget is 
allocated to the upkeep of the systems (heat, HVAC, 
electric, security) that insure the preservation of our three 
historic properties on East Main Street. Another 4.5% 
($16,325) underwrites building and grounds repairs and 
maintenance. None of these expenditures are “sexy”, but 
they are essential to fulfilling our mission of collecting, 
preserving, and making our sites accessible to the public. 
Help us hit the ball out of the park and make our goal. We 
have enclosed a response envelope for your convenience.   
 
Thank you, from Team HSCC! 

 
[* To read the full text of Casey’s Revenge, link to: http://www.baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_case2.shtml]  

For Your Information 

Save the Date! 

 
Plan on joining HSCC at 

Emerald Hill on Saturday, 

August 13, for an old-

fashioned family picnic. 

 
Watch for details in the next 

issue of the Courier. 

Antiques & 

 Collectibles Appraisal Day 

Saturday, September 10 

Moving to a new location: 

South Carroll Swim Club 

Route 26, 

between Rt. 97 and Rt. 27 

Watch for Details! 
Westminster High School Base Ball Club, 1914. 

Bill Bloom, Dennings 
baseball team, c.1900 

The seed is starting to grow. 
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On September 13-14, join HSCC for a special over-night journey to Virginia where we’ll visit three Presidential 
Homes. Our first stop is Montpelier, home to our fourth president, James Madison, and his wife Dolley. The 
Montpelier estate features the mansion, garden, historic buildings, exhibits, archaeological sites, and forest trails. After 
our tour, we’ll enjoy box lunches in Montpelier’s café. Watch for details about lunch choices. 

Tuesday afternoon, we’ll travel down the road to Ash Lawn-Highland - the home of our fifth president, James Monroe. 
Monroe and his wife, Elizabeth, owned the 3,500-acre plantation, adjacent to Monticello, from 1793 to 1826 and made 
it their official residence from 1799 to 1823. The home showcases a rich collection of objects original to James and 
Elizabeth Monroe. 

Our home for the night will be the Comfort Inn Monticello outside Charlottesville. The hotel offers a complimentary 
breakfast. Reservations are available for double or single occupancy (there is a $60 additional charge for a single room). 
Please let us know who you’ll be rooming with when making your reservation.  

Wednesday our itinerary takes us to Monticello – the architectural masterpiece of our third president, Thomas 
Jefferson. Jefferson built and rebuilt his home over a span of 40 years. The house includes furnishings, art, books, and 
gadgets that made Jefferson’s home unique. There will be time to check out the visitors’ center, as well as the restored 
wine cellar, kitchen, smokehouse, slave quarters, and famous gardens. 

The bus leaves from the parking lot on Ralph Street, behind the Church of the Ascension, at 6:30 a.m. on Tuesday and 
will arrive back at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday. Cost for the trip (includes transportation, hotel, admissions, and lunch on 
Tuesday) is $250 for HSCC members and $265 for non-members for double-occupancy. There is a $60 additional 
charge for a single-occupancy room. Reservations are required by August 26. No reservations are guaranteed until 
payment is received; it is recommended that payment be made when making a reservation. No refunds can be made 
for cancellations after the reservation deadline. Call HSCC at 410-848-6494 to make a reservation.  

Join HSCC on Wednesday, June 1, as we visit three Mansions Along the Delaware near Philadelphia. Our first stop 
is Andalusia, a National Historic Landmark and one of the finest examples of Greek revival architecture in America. 
Home to generations of the Biddle family, the main building was built in 1795, enlarged in 1806, and the imposing 
colonnade facing the Delaware River was added as part of the 1835-36 Greek revival style addition.  

Then we’re off to lunch at the Historic King George II Inn. Lunch choices are: London Broil with mushroom sauce, 
Chicken Parmesan, or Grilled Salmon with caper dill sauce. All include house salad, vegetable, and chocolate mousse 
for dessert. Lunch choice should be made when reserving your seat. 

After lunch, we’ll visit Grundy Manor. In 1884, William Grundy bought an elegant Federal-style house that he re-
constructed into a “modern” Queen Anne-style mansion. Then we’re off to our final destination: Pennsbury Manor. 
Originally built in 1683, Pennsbury was the country estate of William Penn, founder and first governor of 
Pennsylvania. The elegantly reconstructed Manor House is furnished with an exquisite collection of furniture dating 
back to the early 1600s.  

The bus leaves from the parking lot on Ralph Street, behind the Church of the Ascension, at 7:15 a.m. and will arrive 
back at 7:30 p.m. Cost for the trip (includes transportation, admissions, and lunch) is $100 for HSCC members and 
$105 for non-members. Reservations are required by May 13. Please make lunch choice when making your 
reservation. No reservations are guaranteed until payment is received; it is recommended that payment be made 
when making a reservation. No refunds can be made for cancellations after the reservation deadline. Call HSCC at 
410-848-6494 to make a reservation. The bus is filling quickly, so don’t miss out! 

On The Road . . . 
Where we’re going next 

 And in September . . . 
Join HSCC on Sunday, July 10, 

for the annual 

Mary Shellman Birthday Ice Cream Social 

in honor of our volunteers! 

 

Frozen custard and Italian ices by The Cow 

Cookies 

Lemonade & Iced Tea 

 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the Kimmey yard 

Free for HSCC volunteers; $5 for members and the public 

Corbit’s Charge Commemoration 
Celebrate the anniversary of Corbit’s Charge, the Civil 
War engagement that occurred on June 29, 1863, in 
Westminster. This year, the three-day encampment 
will be headquartered at Emerald Hill. Spearheaded 
by the Pipe Creek Civil War Round Table 
(PCCWRT), the event opens on Friday, June 24, with 
a walking tour of historic Westminster at 6:00 p.m. 

At 7:30 p.m. the Antebellum Marine Band will 
perform on the stage in front of the Carroll County 
Public Library. The band recreates the United States 
Marine Band of the Civil War era. Their concert 
offers a musical excursion into the history of the 
Marine Band and the evolution of wind band music in 
the United States. 

Saturday and Sunday, June 25 and 26, activities continue from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and include educational 
experiences for visitors of all ages—military demonstrations, working artisans, tours of historic landmarks, and 
presentations from published authors. For more information, go to the Round Table’s website at http://
pipecreekcivilwarroundtable.weebly.com/corbits-charge-encampment.html. 
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Saturday, April 30, 2016 

The Historical Society will celebrate Carroll County at a special event—The Legacy 
Gala. This yearly event provides significant unrestricted support for HSCC. The 2016 

Legacy Gala will be at Good Fellowship Farm—home of Beckie and Nick Herrick. 
This amazing historical barn, farm-to-table dinner, dancing, and good old country fun 

are sure to delight!  We hope you will join us! 

Special thanks and our sincere appreciation to our Legacy Gala Sponsors 

 for their leadership gifts: 

Tickets are going fast but there may still be a few seats 
available, so contact us right away if you are interested. 

Call Marty Mathis at 410-848-6494, ext. 200, or email Marty@HSCCmd.org.  

LEAD SPONSOR 
ANTRIM 1844 & VELNOSKEY WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP 

 

BRONZE  SPONSORS 
Carroll Hospital - a LifeBridge Health Center  

James E. Lightner 
Midlantic Financial 

New Windsor State Bank 
P.A. Martin and Sons Building/Remodeling 

Samuel C. Hoff Agency 
Gregg Simpson & Gainor Davis 

Teresa L. Smack 
 

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR 
Carroll Lutheran Village 

 

SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
Gallagher Pools & Spas 

Audrey & Eric Glass 
Hoffman, Comfort, Offutt, Scott & Halstad, LLP 

Lorien Taneytown & Flicks Pub 
Rotary Club of Westminster  

Presidential Words in Song 
On Sunday, May 15, the Masterworks Chorale of Carroll County 
will present a special concert, Presidential Words in Song. In 
collaboration with HSCC, the performance focuses primarily on 
quotations from American presidents who have visited Carroll 
County. The words are set to musical rounds, some of which 
were composed by Masterworks director Margaret Boudreaux. It 
also will include images from HSCC’s collection and narrations 
by board chair Jim Lightner and curator Cathy Baty. The featured 
work of the afternoon is Randall Thompson’s The Testament of 
Freedom, based on the words of Thomas Jefferson. 

3:00 PM 
Baker Memorial Chapel, McDaniel College 
Admission $12 [$10 if purchased in advance] 

[All students with ID and children admitted free at the door.] 
For information call (410) 871-3371 or 
go to http://www.masterworksofcc.org 

Tickets may be purchased on-line 

Look for Our New Look! 

Over the past few months, Executive Director Gainor Davis, Development Consultant Debbie Leazer, and 
Communications Consultant Linda Conroy have developed a series of new brochures for HSCC. On the front, each 
piece features an image from our collection and our new logo (an updated version of our key logo). 

It is important that HSCC stay visible and current with the information that is shared with the community and beyond. 
These brochures show a positive, vibrant, active Society and the photos provide a glimpse into Carroll County 
history. Information on the inside supports the mission and showcases important educational programming and 
events. It is our hope that these brochures are inviting and will intrigue and engage those in the community who are not 
quite sure who we are or what we have to offer.   

Stop by the office to see our new look or pick one up to share with a friend!  

Theodore Roosevelt speaks in Westminster, 
May 4, 1912 



The Curator's Corner 
- Cathy Baty, Curator  
 
The Spanish-American War lasted only a few months in 1898 and 
tends to get lost between the Civil War and World War I. The 
war’s origins lay in Cuba’s struggle, beginning in February 1895, 
for independence from Spain. Spain’s brutal measures to suppress 
the uprising were graphically portrayed by several sensational 
newspapers, and American sympathy for the rebels rose. Demand 
for U.S. intervention exploded after the unexplained sinking in 
Havana harbor of the battleship USS Maine in February 1898. 
The U.S. ultimately declared war in April 1898. The conflict 
quickly spread to include other Spanish possessions including the 
Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico. 

Among the first troops to arrive in Cuba was Sgt. Charles 
Hampton Smith. Smith, born in 1867 near Smallwood, joined the 
Marine Corps in 1893. In 1898 he was transferred to the newly-
formed 1st Marine Battalion. The Battalion sailed for Cuba on 
June 7 with the purpose of capturing the harbor at Guantanamo 
Bay for use as a Navy coaling station. The first fighting came on 
the afternoon of June 11 when Spanish regulars and/or guerrillas 
attacked a scouting party. The marines suffered several casualties 
including Sgt. Smith. Since Smith was the first to die in the 
engagement, he is often considered the first American casualty of 
the Spanish-American War. Sgt. Smith's remains were shipped 
home, and he was buried with full military honors in Deer Park 
Methodist Cemetery. More than 2,000 people attended the 
funeral. 

Also serving in the war was Sterling Archibald Galt. Born in Taneytown in 1866, 
Galt enlisted in April 1899 at Valley City, North Dakota, in the First North Dakota 
Infantry. He was discharged on July 15 but re-enlisted on July 17 and was assigned 
to the 36th U.S. Volunteers. His unit was sent to the Philippines and on November 9 

was engaged 
in combat 
on Luzon. 
Galt swam 
across the 
rain-swollen 
Pampanga 
River 
carrying a 
rope in his 
teeth. On reaching the opposite shore, he tied 
the rope to a tree and helped guide the rest of 
the men across to safety. For his 
“Distinguished Bravery and Conspicuous 
Gallantry in Action Against Insurgents,” Galt 
received the Medal of Honor. He was 
discharged in 1901 for medical reasons 
resulting from complications of malaria. Galt 
died in 1908 and is buried in Harrisonville, 
Missouri.  
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Tales from the Library 
- Liz Arthur 

Dr. Jacob J. Weaver, Jr., entered my life in the summer of 2010. We reside in 
Uniontown where Dr. Weaver’s diaries are common knowledge. My daughter 
attended McDaniel College and asked me to help transcribe these diaries for an 
original senior seminar project. After her paper did well, she left him. The sheer 
volume of his work has kept me transcribing for so many years that the HSCC staff 
has nicknamed me “Mrs. Weaver.” 

Dr. Weaver (or J.J. as I think of him) was born in Uniontown. He attended 
Pennsylvania College (now Gettysburg College), then the University of Maryland 
Medical School, graduating in 1870. He joined his father’s practice in Uniontown at 
the age of 22. The diaries were originally patient accounts and bookkeeping ledgers 
for this business. He began making daily journal entries in April 18, 1878, a practice 
he continued until his death in 1937. His entries always started with the weather: 
thermometer ranges for the day and the actual conditions. He then often reported 
what he had done that day but very seldom reflected on the national picture. Dr. 
Weaver fully expected someone to read his journals, as several times, he referred the 
reader to earlier pages for more information.   

Medicine was not his first love, and he retired in 1887 to venture into banking and 
politics. J.J. helped establish the Carroll County Savings Bank in Uniontown and the Birnie Trust Company in 
Taneytown. He sat on the board of directors of the Carroll County Fire Insurance Company and the First National 
Bank of Westminster. He lost the 1896 Senate election by 28 votes, and afterward watched politics from the sidelines.  

J.J.’s only child was Florence. She married Ed Fox and moved to Washington, D.C., where J.J. and Mary (his real life 
wife) then spent every winter. While in D.C., J.J. indulged his political interests by regularly visiting the galleries of the 
House of Representatives and Senate. They also traveled quite a bit and saw notable history along the way. Mary was 
in the train station on July 2, 1881, when President Garfield was shot. They attended the Chicago World’s Fair in 
1893. He wrote a firsthand account of the devastating ice storm in Westminster in 1902 and the Great Baltimore Fire 
in 1904. Every June, for many years, 
J.J. went back to Gettysburg, 
attending the college graduation and 
recording the declining number of 
Civil War veterans. 

Dr. Weaver has enriched my life 
through his memories. I see 
Uniontown as a village. I see 
Linwood as a train depot where you 
can send barrels of apples and 
potatoes or pick up a new safe for 
your newly-built beautiful brick bank. 
I see Carroll County as the crops are 
planted and harvested, as weather 
controlled so many residents’ 
livelihood, where we harvest ice and 
ride sleighs when the snow falls 
thickly. Much of J.J.’s diaries are 
commonplace, but somehow, this 
endears me too. He ceases to be a 
man dead 25 years before I was born 
and becomes a member of my family.  

Above: An honor guard of Civil War veterans from the 
Burns Post of the Grand Army of the Republic lowers 
Smith’s casket during his funeral. 

Right: The U.S. 
Naval West Indies 
Campaign Medal 
presented 
posthumously to 
Sgt. Smith's family. 

Sterling Galt (third from le  in the front row) and other soldiers 
in the Philippines.  

Jacob J. Weaver, Jr., 1885 

Entry from July 2, 1881, recording the assassina on of President Garfield 
 as witnessed by Mrs. Weaver. 

Curator’s note:  HSCC received the diaries in 1959 from Dr. Weaver’s granddaughter, Dr. Grace Fox. There are eight volumes, 
covering the years 1878 to 1937. Dr. Weaver never referred to them as diaries; he tled them “Personal Record.” 
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the uprising were graphically portrayed by several sensational 
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Marine Corps in 1893. In 1898 he was transferred to the newly-
formed 1st Marine Battalion. The Battalion sailed for Cuba on 
June 7 with the purpose of capturing the harbor at Guantanamo 
Bay for use as a Navy coaling station. The first fighting came on 
the afternoon of June 11 when Spanish regulars and/or guerrillas 
attacked a scouting party. The marines suffered several casualties 
including Sgt. Smith. Since Smith was the first to die in the 
engagement, he is often considered the first American casualty of 
the Spanish-American War. Sgt. Smith's remains were shipped 
home, and he was buried with full military honors in Deer Park 
Methodist Cemetery. More than 2,000 people attended the 
funeral. 

Also serving in the war was Sterling Archibald Galt. Born in Taneytown in 1866, 
Galt enlisted in April 1899 at Valley City, North Dakota, in the First North Dakota 
Infantry. He was discharged on July 15 but re-enlisted on July 17 and was assigned 
to the 36th U.S. Volunteers. His unit was sent to the Philippines and on November 9 

was engaged 
in combat 
on Luzon. 
Galt swam 
across the 
rain-swollen 
Pampanga 
River 
carrying a 
rope in his 
teeth. On reaching the opposite shore, he tied 
the rope to a tree and helped guide the rest of 
the men across to safety. For his 
“Distinguished Bravery and Conspicuous 
Gallantry in Action Against Insurgents,” Galt 
received the Medal of Honor. He was 
discharged in 1901 for medical reasons 
resulting from complications of malaria. Galt 
died in 1908 and is buried in Harrisonville, 
Missouri.  
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Tales from the Library 
- Liz Arthur 

Dr. Jacob J. Weaver, Jr., entered my life in the summer of 2010. We reside in 
Uniontown where Dr. Weaver’s diaries are common knowledge. My daughter 
attended McDaniel College and asked me to help transcribe these diaries for an 
original senior seminar project. After her paper did well, she left him. The sheer 
volume of his work has kept me transcribing for so many years that the HSCC staff 
has nicknamed me “Mrs. Weaver.” 

Dr. Weaver (or J.J. as I think of him) was born in Uniontown. He attended 
Pennsylvania College (now Gettysburg College), then the University of Maryland 
Medical School, graduating in 1870. He joined his father’s practice in Uniontown at 
the age of 22. The diaries were originally patient accounts and bookkeeping ledgers 
for this business. He began making daily journal entries in April 18, 1878, a practice 
he continued until his death in 1937. His entries always started with the weather: 
thermometer ranges for the day and the actual conditions. He then often reported 
what he had done that day but very seldom reflected on the national picture. Dr. 
Weaver fully expected someone to read his journals, as several times, he referred the 
reader to earlier pages for more information.   

Medicine was not his first love, and he retired in 1887 to venture into banking and 
politics. J.J. helped establish the Carroll County Savings Bank in Uniontown and the Birnie Trust Company in 
Taneytown. He sat on the board of directors of the Carroll County Fire Insurance Company and the First National 
Bank of Westminster. He lost the 1896 Senate election by 28 votes, and afterward watched politics from the sidelines.  

J.J.’s only child was Florence. She married Ed Fox and moved to Washington, D.C., where J.J. and Mary (his real life 
wife) then spent every winter. While in D.C., J.J. indulged his political interests by regularly visiting the galleries of the 
House of Representatives and Senate. They also traveled quite a bit and saw notable history along the way. Mary was 
in the train station on July 2, 1881, when President Garfield was shot. They attended the Chicago World’s Fair in 
1893. He wrote a firsthand account of the devastating ice storm in Westminster in 1902 and the Great Baltimore Fire 
in 1904. Every June, for many years, 
J.J. went back to Gettysburg, 
attending the college graduation and 
recording the declining number of 
Civil War veterans. 

Dr. Weaver has enriched my life 
through his memories. I see 
Uniontown as a village. I see 
Linwood as a train depot where you 
can send barrels of apples and 
potatoes or pick up a new safe for 
your newly-built beautiful brick bank. 
I see Carroll County as the crops are 
planted and harvested, as weather 
controlled so many residents’ 
livelihood, where we harvest ice and 
ride sleighs when the snow falls 
thickly. Much of J.J.’s diaries are 
commonplace, but somehow, this 
endears me too. He ceases to be a 
man dead 25 years before I was born 
and becomes a member of my family.  

Above: An honor guard of Civil War veterans from the 
Burns Post of the Grand Army of the Republic lowers 
Smith’s casket during his funeral. 

Right: The U.S. 
Naval West Indies 
Campaign Medal 
presented 
posthumously to 
Sgt. Smith's family. 

Sterling Galt (third from le  in the front row) and other soldiers 
in the Philippines.  

Jacob J. Weaver, Jr., 1885 

Entry from July 2, 1881, recording the assassina on of President Garfield 
 as witnessed by Mrs. Weaver. 

Curator’s note:  HSCC received the diaries in 1959 from Dr. Weaver’s granddaughter, Dr. Grace Fox. There are eight volumes, 
covering the years 1878 to 1937. Dr. Weaver never referred to them as diaries; he tled them “Personal Record.” 
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Saturday, April 30, 2016 

The Historical Society will celebrate Carroll County at a special event—The Legacy 
Gala. This yearly event provides significant unrestricted support for HSCC. The 2016 

Legacy Gala will be at Good Fellowship Farm—home of Beckie and Nick Herrick. 
This amazing historical barn, farm-to-table dinner, dancing, and good old country fun 

are sure to delight!  We hope you will join us! 

Special thanks and our sincere appreciation to our Legacy Gala Sponsors 

 for their leadership gifts: 

Tickets are going fast but there may still be a few seats 
available, so contact us right away if you are interested. 

Call Marty Mathis at 410-848-6494, ext. 200, or email Marty@HSCCmd.org.  

LEAD SPONSOR 
ANTRIM 1844 & VELNOSKEY WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP 

 

BRONZE  SPONSORS 
Carroll Hospital - a LifeBridge Health Center  

James E. Lightner 
Midlantic Financial 

New Windsor State Bank 
P.A. Martin and Sons Building/Remodeling 

Samuel C. Hoff Agency 
Gregg Simpson & Gainor Davis 

Teresa L. Smack 
 

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR 
Carroll Lutheran Village 

 

SUPPORTING SPONSORS 
Gallagher Pools & Spas 

Audrey & Eric Glass 
Hoffman, Comfort, Offutt, Scott & Halstad, LLP 

Lorien Taneytown & Flicks Pub 
Rotary Club of Westminster  

Presidential Words in Song 
On Sunday, May 15, the Masterworks Chorale of Carroll County 
will present a special concert, Presidential Words in Song. In 
collaboration with HSCC, the performance focuses primarily on 
quotations from American presidents who have visited Carroll 
County. The words are set to musical rounds, some of which 
were composed by Masterworks director Margaret Boudreaux. It 
also will include images from HSCC’s collection and narrations 
by board chair Jim Lightner and curator Cathy Baty. The featured 
work of the afternoon is Randall Thompson’s The Testament of 
Freedom, based on the words of Thomas Jefferson. 

3:00 PM 
Baker Memorial Chapel, McDaniel College 
Admission $12 [$10 if purchased in advance] 

[All students with ID and children admitted free at the door.] 
For information call (410) 871-3371 or 
go to http://www.masterworksofcc.org 

Tickets may be purchased on-line 

Look for Our New Look! 

Over the past few months, Executive Director Gainor Davis, Development Consultant Debbie Leazer, and 
Communications Consultant Linda Conroy have developed a series of new brochures for HSCC. On the front, each 
piece features an image from our collection and our new logo (an updated version of our key logo). 

It is important that HSCC stay visible and current with the information that is shared with the community and beyond. 
These brochures show a positive, vibrant, active Society and the photos provide a glimpse into Carroll County 
history. Information on the inside supports the mission and showcases important educational programming and 
events. It is our hope that these brochures are inviting and will intrigue and engage those in the community who are not 
quite sure who we are or what we have to offer.   

Stop by the office to see our new look or pick one up to share with a friend!  

Theodore Roosevelt speaks in Westminster, 
May 4, 1912 
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On September 13-14, join HSCC for a special over-night journey to Virginia where we’ll visit three Presidential 
Homes. Our first stop is Montpelier, home to our fourth president, James Madison, and his wife Dolley. The 
Montpelier estate features the mansion, garden, historic buildings, exhibits, archaeological sites, and forest trails. After 
our tour, we’ll enjoy box lunches in Montpelier’s café. Watch for details about lunch choices. 

Tuesday afternoon, we’ll travel down the road to Ash Lawn-Highland - the home of our fifth president, James Monroe. 
Monroe and his wife, Elizabeth, owned the 3,500-acre plantation, adjacent to Monticello, from 1793 to 1826 and made 
it their official residence from 1799 to 1823. The home showcases a rich collection of objects original to James and 
Elizabeth Monroe. 

Our home for the night will be the Comfort Inn Monticello outside Charlottesville. The hotel offers a complimentary 
breakfast. Reservations are available for double or single occupancy (there is a $60 additional charge for a single room). 
Please let us know who you’ll be rooming with when making your reservation.  

Wednesday our itinerary takes us to Monticello – the architectural masterpiece of our third president, Thomas 
Jefferson. Jefferson built and rebuilt his home over a span of 40 years. The house includes furnishings, art, books, and 
gadgets that made Jefferson’s home unique. There will be time to check out the visitors’ center, as well as the restored 
wine cellar, kitchen, smokehouse, slave quarters, and famous gardens. 

The bus leaves from the parking lot on Ralph Street, behind the Church of the Ascension, at 6:30 a.m. on Tuesday and 
will arrive back at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday. Cost for the trip (includes transportation, hotel, admissions, and lunch on 
Tuesday) is $250 for HSCC members and $265 for non-members for double-occupancy. There is a $60 additional 
charge for a single-occupancy room. Reservations are required by August 26. No reservations are guaranteed until 
payment is received; it is recommended that payment be made when making a reservation. No refunds can be made 
for cancellations after the reservation deadline. Call HSCC at 410-848-6494 to make a reservation.  

Join HSCC on Wednesday, June 1, as we visit three Mansions Along the Delaware near Philadelphia. Our first stop 
is Andalusia, a National Historic Landmark and one of the finest examples of Greek revival architecture in America. 
Home to generations of the Biddle family, the main building was built in 1795, enlarged in 1806, and the imposing 
colonnade facing the Delaware River was added as part of the 1835-36 Greek revival style addition.  

Then we’re off to lunch at the Historic King George II Inn. Lunch choices are: London Broil with mushroom sauce, 
Chicken Parmesan, or Grilled Salmon with caper dill sauce. All include house salad, vegetable, and chocolate mousse 
for dessert. Lunch choice should be made when reserving your seat. 

After lunch, we’ll visit Grundy Manor. In 1884, William Grundy bought an elegant Federal-style house that he re-
constructed into a “modern” Queen Anne-style mansion. Then we’re off to our final destination: Pennsbury Manor. 
Originally built in 1683, Pennsbury was the country estate of William Penn, founder and first governor of 
Pennsylvania. The elegantly reconstructed Manor House is furnished with an exquisite collection of furniture dating 
back to the early 1600s.  

The bus leaves from the parking lot on Ralph Street, behind the Church of the Ascension, at 7:15 a.m. and will arrive 
back at 7:30 p.m. Cost for the trip (includes transportation, admissions, and lunch) is $100 for HSCC members and 
$105 for non-members. Reservations are required by May 13. Please make lunch choice when making your 
reservation. No reservations are guaranteed until payment is received; it is recommended that payment be made 
when making a reservation. No refunds can be made for cancellations after the reservation deadline. Call HSCC at 
410-848-6494 to make a reservation. The bus is filling quickly, so don’t miss out! 

On The Road . . . 
Where we’re going next 

 And in September . . . 
Join HSCC on Sunday, July 10, 

for the annual 

Mary Shellman Birthday Ice Cream Social 

in honor of our volunteers! 

 

Frozen custard and Italian ices by The Cow 

Cookies 

Lemonade & Iced Tea 

 

2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the Kimmey yard 

Free for HSCC volunteers; $5 for members and the public 

Corbit’s Charge Commemoration 
Celebrate the anniversary of Corbit’s Charge, the Civil 
War engagement that occurred on June 29, 1863, in 
Westminster. This year, the three-day encampment 
will be headquartered at Emerald Hill. Spearheaded 
by the Pipe Creek Civil War Round Table 
(PCCWRT), the event opens on Friday, June 24, with 
a walking tour of historic Westminster at 6:00 p.m. 

At 7:30 p.m. the Antebellum Marine Band will 
perform on the stage in front of the Carroll County 
Public Library. The band recreates the United States 
Marine Band of the Civil War era. Their concert 
offers a musical excursion into the history of the 
Marine Band and the evolution of wind band music in 
the United States. 

Saturday and Sunday, June 25 and 26, activities continue from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and include educational 
experiences for visitors of all ages—military demonstrations, working artisans, tours of historic landmarks, and 
presentations from published authors. For more information, go to the Round Table’s website at http://
pipecreekcivilwarroundtable.weebly.com/corbits-charge-encampment.html. 



From the Board Chair 
- James E. Lightner  

As 2016 rolls forward, sometimes too quickly it seems, your Historical Society is moving 
forward as well. We have begun strategic planning in several ways, under the stewardship of 
Vice-Chair Frank Batavick. We have held several focus sessions in which we received insight 
on local perceptions of us, we are reconsidering the uses of our various buildings, and we have 
received guidance from outside consultants on programming and image-building. Stay tuned 
for updates as we continue this process. 

Since the last issue of the Courier, we held several development events aimed at increasing membership and stewardship, 
continued our sponsorship of monthly Box Lunch Talks and Past Times for Children, and aided researchers in our 
Library. Committees have also been very active in planning our Legacy Gala (April 30), the annual Antiques & 
Collectibles Appraisal Day (September 10), as well as some new summer and fall family events. So we have been busy! 

I hope to see you at the Legacy Gala in the barn at Good Fellowship Farm. 
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Carroll County Visitors’ Center to Relocate 
 

Starting on July 1, 2016, Emerald Hill will house the Carroll County Visitors’ Information Center. The Center is continuing its long association with HSCC, moving from the Society’s Kimmey House (210 East Main Street) to the first floor of Emerald Hill.  

Welcome, New Members 
Jan. 1, 2016 ~ Mar. 31, 2016 

Andrew Atwater, Westminster 
Phyllis H. Bassler, New Windsor 
Brenda Booze Fennell, Boynton Beach, FL 
Carolyn Freitag, Eldersburg 
John Grumbine, Palmyra, PA 
Carol Kershner, Westminster 
Victoria Kinnear, Baltimore 
Latoyia May, Baltimore 
Joseph McGraw, Reisterstown 
Vanessa Meadows, Mount Airy 
Debbie Reda, Westminster 
Jane F. Sharpe, Westminster 
Ron Tanner, Reisterstown 
Faye Thompson, Towson 
Don Weller, Frederick 

 
In Memoriam 

Harvey B. Bair  
Doris S. Rasche  
E. Larue Sipes  

Go To Bat For HSCC 
 

O, somewhere in this favored land dark clouds may hide the sun, 
And somewhere bands no longer play and children have no fun! 
And somewhere over blighted lives there hangs a heavy pall, 
But Mudville hearts are happy now, for Casey hit the ball. 

Casey’s Revenge by Grantland Rice (1907)* 
 

Everyone is familiar with the poem, Casey at the Bat, penned by Ernest Lawrence Thayer in 
1888. However, it is wonderful to know that Casey reclaimed his “hero” status with the 
fickle Mudville fans by hitting a home run to center field and winning the game for his team 
after striking out twice.  
 
 
 

Make HSCC a winner, too, by supporting its spring 2016 
Annual Campaign. Our season ends June 30, 2016. 
Currently, donors have given more than $45,000 toward our 
end-of–the fiscal year goal of $60,000. These unrestricted 
funds are critical to HSCC’s continued stability and growth. 
For example, 8% ($32,885) of our FY 2016 budget is 
allocated to the upkeep of the systems (heat, HVAC, 
electric, security) that insure the preservation of our three 
historic properties on East Main Street. Another 4.5% 
($16,325) underwrites building and grounds repairs and 
maintenance. None of these expenditures are “sexy”, but 
they are essential to fulfilling our mission of collecting, 
preserving, and making our sites accessible to the public. 
Help us hit the ball out of the park and make our goal. We 
have enclosed a response envelope for your convenience.   
 
Thank you, from Team HSCC! 

 
[* To read the full text of Casey’s Revenge, link to: http://www.baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_case2.shtml]  

For Your Information 

Save the Date! 

 
Plan on joining HSCC at 

Emerald Hill on Saturday, 

August 13, for an old-

fashioned family picnic. 

 
Watch for details in the next 

issue of the Courier. 

Antiques & 

 Collectibles Appraisal Day 

Saturday, September 10 

Moving to a new location: 

South Carroll Swim Club 

Route 26, 

between Rt. 97 and Rt. 27 

Watch for Details! 
Westminster High School Base Ball Club, 1914. 

Bill Bloom, Dennings 
baseball team, c.1900 

The seed is starting to grow. 



From the Executive Director 
- Gainor B. Davis 
  

On Saturday, March 19, HSCC invited 22 history-based 
organizations throughout the County to meet at Cockey’s in the 
Koontz-Yingling Learning Center to discuss areas of mutual interest. The purpose 
of the meeting was to determine whether there was enough interest to form a 
coalition of organizations dedicated to raising the visibility of and access to the 
County’s unique historical resources for residents and visitors alike.   

Seated around the table were 20 representatives from the following groups: Carroll 
County Genealogical Society, Carroll County Commissioners’ Celebrating America 
initiative, the 153rd Corbit’s Charge Celebration Committee, Carroll County Farm 
Museum, Historic Shriver Graveyard, New Windsor Heritage Committee, Pipe 
Creek Civil War Roundtable, Taneytown Heritage & Museum Association, Union 
Mills Homestead & Shriver Grist Mill, Western Maryland Railway Historical 
Society, Westminster Cemetery Company, Westminster Historic District 
Commission, as well as the Historical Society.  

Initially, discussions focused on how to define the value of history and its relevance 
for today’s technologically savvy audiences. Community engagement is paramount 
to our continued survival. We all have very loyal membership and volunteer pools, 
but all agreed that “new blood—younger blood” was critical to sustaining our 
missions of collecting, preserving, and making history accessible to future 
generations. How do we create a highly visible presence for the important work that 
we do? 

As convener of the meeting, I spoke about the History Relevance Campaign. 
Established in early 2013 by history professionals associated with organizations like 
the American Alliance of Museums, the American Association for State & Local 
History, National History Day, and the American Historical Association, the 
movement has formulated a “call to action” entitled “The Value of History.” The 
premise of this document is that “the historical community can change the common 
perception that history is nice, but not essential.” (To learn more, access 
historyrelevance.com.) 

Reinforcing the importance of engaging new communities for history, Tony Eckard, 
co-chair of Celebrating America, discussed the upcoming Celebrating America 
Weekend, May 20-21, 2016, and invited the group’s participation in this event. (See 
the cover article in this Courier.) The hope is that each institution will develop and 
man an information booth, highlighting its significant role in telling the “stories” of 
Carroll County’s people, places, and events. There is strength in numbers. 

The general consensus was that this 90-minute meeting had been productive and 
that the group should continue to meet on a regular basis. Eileen Souza, President of 
the Genealogical Society, offered to create a Facebook page to stimulate further 
conversation and information sharing. If you would like to be part of our nascent 
coalition but could not attend this meeting or did not receive an invitation, please 
join us. Contact me at Gainor@HSCCmd.org.  

HSCC Board of Trustees 2016 
 
 

Chair 
James E. Lightner 
Vice Chair 
Frank J. Batavick 
Past Chair 
Barbara E. Guthrie 
Corporate Secretary 
Jennifer C. Munch 
Treasurer 
David M. Miller 
 

Trustees 
Glenn S. Bair 
Ellen Earp Baker 
Thomas C. Beach IV 
Lynette Brewer 
Marilyn Hanchett Brown 
Carol R. Cain 
Charles O. Fisher, Jr. 
Thomas S. Gordon III 
Jay A. Graybeal 
Charles Hedges 
Larry Jackson 
Bernard L. Jones, Sr. 
G. Melvin Mills, Jr. 
Dorothy Mollett 
Marilyn Maguire Phillips 
James M. Shriver III 
Douglas P. Velnoskey 
 

 
Staff 
Executive Director - Gainor B. Davis 
Curator of Collections - Catherine Baty 
Admin. Assistant - Marty Mathis 
Bookkeeper - Krista Seifert 
Shop Manager - Debbie Leister 
Development Consultant - 
     Debbie Leazer 

© The Historical Society of Carroll 
County, MD, Inc., 2016 

 

210 East Main St. 
Westminster, Maryland  21157 

410-848-6494 
Info@HSCCmd.org 
www.HSCCmd.org 

 

Office hours: T-F, 8:30 - 5:00 
Shop hours: T-S, 10:00-4:00 
Library: W-F, 9:30-4:00 
     2nd & 4th Saturday, 9:00-Noon 
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BUSINESS MEMBER 

~Samuel C. Hoff Agency~ 
BUSINESS MEMBER 

~Barnes-Bollinger Insurance Services~  

Talking Shop 
- Debbie Leister, Manager, The Shop at Cockey’s 

Fraktur is a folk art brought from Europe to American church communities during the 18th and 19th centuries, although 
the art form existed in Europe from the 16th century. The decorative writings were first made using homemade papers, 
inks, and dyes, which were applied with homemade brushes and quill pens by those fortunate enough to learn the arts 
of writing and decoration. There are beautiful examples in local museums and historic churches. Frakturs are seen in 
abundance in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, notably at the Ephrata Cloister where, in the 1700s, community 
members created beautifully decorated and detailed musical manuscripts. 

The Pennsylvania Dutch art form has subtle differences from the earlier European 
examples. One is that the birds, flowers, and many other motifs used were those native 
to the New World. New design motifs emerged to express a new patriotism, and clothed 
figures reflected the styles of the time in which they were created. These documents were 
created to record the vital statistics of everyday life such as births, baptisms, or 
marriages, or to create genealogical records. Others were blessings for homes, often 
times given as gifts. 

Dunkards, Mennonites, and Amish produced manuscripts for use only within their own 
communities. Many beautiful Haus Segen (house blessings) can be found. Vorschriften 
(writing examples by a schoolmaster) were used in the schools to teach penmanship. 
Most of the Taufscheine (birth and baptism certificates) were produced by the Lutheran 
and Reformed communities. 

The Shop at Cockey’s features works by modern artists who practice traditional arts such as tole painting, paper 
quilling, and needlework. Pictured here is an example of a modern fraktur for sale in the Shop. 

It seemed like winter would 
never end, but signs of spring are 
appearing at HSCC. Stop by and 
enjoy a stroll through the Shipley 
Memorial Garden behind the 
Shellman House. 
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Please support those who support The Historical Society. 

Airpark Animal Hospital 

American Heritage Insurance Agency 

Antrim 1844 

Apple Plumbing & Heating 

Aquino Financial Group 

Bare Truck Center 

Barnes Service Center 

Barnes-Bollinger Insurance Services 

Bartlett Tree Experts 

Baugher Enterprises 

Best Western Conference Center 

Billingslea Insurance & Real Estate 

Bowman's Feed & Pet 

BPR, Incorporated 

Carroll Community College 

Carroll County Chamber of Commerce 

Carroll Hospital Center 

Carroll Lutheran Village 

Central Maryland Rehabilitation 
Services 

Colonial Lock Service 

Computer Network Solutions 

The Cutting Garden 

Dean Robert Camlin & Associates 

Development Company of America 

Dulany, Leahy, Curtis & Beach 

Eagle Oil Company 

Hoffman, Comfort, Offutt, Scott & 
Halstad 

InfoPathways 

Johansson’s Dining House & Restaurant 

Knorr Brake Company 

Law Offices of Stephen P. Bourexis 

Lehigh Cement Company 

Lewis Family Chiropractic Center 

Longview Nursing Home 

M&T Bank—Hampstead 

Maggie’s Restaurant & Catering 

Main Street Advisors 

Manchester Area Merchants Association 

Maryland Midland Railway 

McDaniel College 

Midlantic Financial 

MJO Services 

New Windsor State Bank 

NoWorriesIT 

Oak Hill Wood Service 

P.A. Martin & Sons  

Rhoten’s Printing 

Rill’s Bus Service 

Samuel C. Hoff Agency 

Scott, Pitrone, Sorkin & Jarvis 
Orthodontics 

Snyders Auction 

South Carroll Business Association 

Terry’s Tag & Title 

Tevis Oil/Modern Comfort Systems 

Thomas, Bennett, & Hunter 

Velnoskey Wealth Management Group 
of Janney Montgomery Scott 

Walsh & Fisher, PA 

Westminster Antique Mall 

Westminster Lawn Landscapers Supply 
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HSCC in the Thick of Things 
Emerald Hill, the antebellum mansion built by Colonel John K. Longwell in 1842, assumes a central role in 
two upcoming community events—Celebrating America Weekend, Friday and Saturday, May 20 & 21, and the 
153rd Anniversary of Corbit’s Charge, Friday-Sunday, June 24-26.  

As part of its commitment to bring history to larger 
audiences, HSCC entered into a ten-year lease with the 
City of Westminster to make use of Emerald Hill’s first 
and second floors and surrounding grounds for history-
oriented programming. Emerald Hill, the former site of 
city administrative activities, still serves as a meeting 
place for the City Council and other city commissions. 

Celebrating America is an initiative of the Carroll County 
Commissioners that is comprised of interested 
community partners committed to promoting a greater 
understanding of American history and historically 
significant people, events, and places, particularly those 
within Carroll County. For the past year, HSCC has 
worked with the Carroll County Public Library, Union 
Mills Homestead, and the Commissioners to create this 
two-day event.   

On Friday, May 20, the weekend will begin with a luncheon (noon to 
2 p.m., at Grace Lutheran Church), featuring award-winning 
documentarian and biographer Mark Zwonitzer, author of The 
Statesman and the Storyteller. Just released, this publication chronicles 
the friendship of two extraordinary American figures, Secretary of 
State John Hay and renowned author Mark Twain, in the early 1900s 
as the United States pursued an aggressive campaign of empire 
building. The fee for this event is $30 and includes lunch and a copy 
of the book. For tickets, go to: library.carr.org/Author. 

Saturday, May 21, features a free outdoor festival (10 a.m. to 4 p.m.) in and around Emerald Hill with 
performances by middle school music and choral groups. Other aspects of the day include: recognition of 
Carroll County’s winners of the National History Day contest; Civil War era dancing; and exhibitors and 
hands-on activities. And “Shake Hands with History” by interacting with costumed historical figures like Jeb 
Stuart, William Winchester, and Mary Shellman. From noon to 2 p.m., best-selling author of the American 
Girl series Valerie Tripp will lead a multigenerational writing workshop. Tickets are $15 and include tea and 
a copy of an American Girl book. Purchase your tickets in advance by going online to: http://
library.carr.org/American Girl. 

See page 4 for information about the Corbit’s Charge commemoration in June. 

Emerald Hill, site of the Celebra ng America Weekend. 




