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We are thrilled to announce that 
YOU have helped us surpass our 
annual fund goal of $50,000 by 
reaching $57,000! Because of this 
outpouring of support, we are able to 
forgo our spring mailing which saves 
the Society significant printing and 
mailing costs. 

However, if you have not given to the 
annual fund but would still like to 
participate, and push us toward the 
amazing $60,000 mark, visit 
hsccmd.org/get-involved/donate.  

Annual Fund Goal Surpassed! 

Thanks to the generosity of our 
members and annual gala 
attendees, the Society 
successfully closed out the 
fundraising phase of its Shellman 
Work Project in 2022 after three 
years of fundraising. $56,000 
currently in hand will be matched 
with a $40,000 Maryland State 
Bond grant to address major 
brick deterioration, water 
infiltration, and interior plaster 
repair. Funds will also be used to 
temporarily move and store items 
while work is being completed. 
 
Our next step is to finalize our work 
plan and drawings with architect 
Dean Camlin to be able to submit the 
required change of easement form 
with the Maryland Historical Trust. 
Once approved by the Trust, our goal 
is to commence work on Shellman 

during the spring and 
summer months of 
2023. A big thank you 
to Dean and his team 
for all of their hard 
work and expertise! 
We will let the 
membership know 
when the plans are 
approved by the Trust. 

Shellman Repairs Update: 
Drawings Nearing Completion  

Left: crumbling bricks and mortar on the east 
side of Shellman. 

Below, left: cracking plaster along the edge of 
the chimney in the parlor. 

Below: crumbling plaster in the kitchen due to 
water infiltration at the chimney and window. 
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A Message from the 

Executive Director 

Dear members and friends, 
 
By the time you read this edition of the Courier, the Board 
and Staff will have in hand a first draft of our 2023-2025 
Strategic Action Plan. You will soon see a draft posted on the 
Society’s homepage. There, you will be able to submit feedback about 
the Plan using a simple online form. We need your input and value 
your insights. After this “public comment” version of the Plan is 
disseminated, the Board of Trustees will take into consideration all of 
the feedback gathered and release an approved Plan by summer 2023. 
The Plan will give our Staff and Committees a clear road map for how 
to proceed over the next several years. Of course, flexibility is key, as 
our Plan will be quite ambitious! 
 
We are also thrilled to share that HSCC’s Strategic Action Plan will be 
buttressed by the spectacular bequest of 91 acres of preserved farm land 
in Carroll County by Eleanor and Daniel Shipley. The sale of this 
property by the Society will greatly enhance our ability to fulfill our 
mission and will also give us an opportunity to highlight our legacy 
giving program. Accompanying the roll-out of the Society’s Strategic 
Action Plan will be the creation of a “legacy giving” video, where 
individuals and families that are considering HSCC in their estate 
planning will be featured.  Please reach out to me or Development 
Chair Doug Velnoskey should you wish to participate in this video. The 
Board will share more details regarding the Shipley bequest in the 
Strategic Action Plan and in future press releases. 
 
On a separate note, HSCC’s popular Box Lunch Talks are now featured 
on the Society’s homepage. Viewers can access the latest  talk using the 
“Watch Our Latest Monthly Lecture” link and can also redirect to the 
Society’s YouTube channel. The 2023 recordings and uploads are made 
possible by a generous anonymous gift that allows us to work with the 
Community Media Center for each talk at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Westminster. Although we post the talks online, we still want to see 
you in person, of course! 
 
Finally, a warm welcome to Debbie Leazer for joining the HSCC Board 
and Outreach Committee and our newest staff member Jack White. 
 
I trust all of you are looking forward to spring just as much as I am! 
 
Warm Regards, 
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Sundae Scoop 2023 

Join us on Sunday, July 16, 12:00-
4:00 p.m., for  an afternoon of 
history fun at the Society. The 
infamous King George returns for the 
popular history villain dunk tank. 
Burgers, fries, and $1 ice cream will 
be available along with great historic 
games and entertainment. HSCC’s 
new exhibit, “Strike Up The Bands,” 
will debut in Cockey’s. 
 
Are you a swimming pool installation 
or water supply company seeking a 
fun advertising opportunity? Reach 
out to King George himself (actually, 
Executive Director Jason Illari) at 
jillari@hsccmd.org to discuss 
sponsoring the dunk tank at $300. 

Your company can install a 
banner next to the tank to 
promote your business. 
Better yet, you can help pass 
out the “cannon balls” to fire 
at the King! 
 
Interested in volunteering at 
the Sundae Scoop? Reach 
out to Outreach and Events 
Coordinator Catherine 
Lusher at 
clusher@hsccmd.org to 
coordinate your time slot. 

King George about to get dunked 
at the 2022 Sundae Scoop. 

New Exhibit Opens July 16 

Join HSCC on Sunday, July 16, as we 
open our new exhibit: Strike Up the 
Bands. Community bands were once 
commonplace throughout Carroll 
County. Until radio entered the 
mainstream during the 1920s, town 
bands were the most common form of 
local musical entertainment in the 
United States. The bands provided 
music for social events such as 
picnics, patriotic observances, and 
parades. The parade held in 
Westminster on April 11, 1887, to 
celebrate Carroll County’s “Semi-
Centennial” (50th anniversary) 

featured 12 bands. Often 
bands traveled to nearby 
communities to perform. 
 
Carroll County’s 
incorporation records 
provide the names of 40 
local bands from the 
Mount Pleasant Brass 
Band Society in 1857 to 
the Lineboro Band in 
1952. But these were not 
all the bands in the 
County. Photographs in 
HSCC’s collection 
document bands that do 
not appear on the list of 

incorporated organizations. The 
exhibit will include uniforms, 
equipment, and photographs from 
bands across the county. 
 
The exhibit will be open during the 
Sundae Scoop event and then 
during HSCC’s regular hours, 
Wednesday through Saturday, 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

The Morgan Chapel Cornet Band was an all-brass 
ensemble organized in 1894.  

Bass drum from the Carroll County Reed Band 

Drum Major’s hat from the William F. 
Myers Band. 
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In 2023, Debbie 
Leazer joined the 
Society Board of 
Trustees and agreed to 
head-up HSCC’s 
newly-formed 
Outreach Committee. 
She also serves as co-
chair of the Legacy 
Gala Committee. 
Debbie recently shared, 
“for me joining the Board of the 
Historical Society of Carroll County 
provides an incredible opportunity to 
share the history of Carroll County as 
well as engage the community as 
partners and friends. I believe the 
strategic planning will create 
engagement and support of the 
Society maintaining its 
collections and resources 
for future generations.” 
 
The Outreach Committee is 
a result of a series of 
deliberations with the 
Board where it was decided 
to consolidate the functions 
of education, special events, 
booths at community 
events, membership, 
marketing, and volunteer 
cultivation under one 
collaborative committee. 

Indeed, much work falls on 
this new committee, but the 
collaborative approach is 
critical moving forward. 
 
The following individuals 
are currently serving on the 
Outreach Committee: 
Debbie Leazer, incoming 

Chair 
Mary Ann Ashcraft 

Michelle Crew 
Barbara Guthrie 
Jennifer McDonald 
Bill Palm 
Catherine Lusher, Staff Outreach 

and Events Coordinator 
Jason Illari, ex-officio 
Lynn Wheeler, ex-officio 

 

We’ll be in need of help with several 
events this year. First up is the 
Westminster Flower & Jazz Festival 
on May 13. Interested in helping at 
our booth? Contact Catherine Lusher 
at clusher@hsccmd.org. 
  
Also, mark your calendar for the 
Society’s annual clean up day June 3. 
We’ll be getting the campus ready for 
visitors with a variety of outdoor 
tasks. Please bring work gloves. 
We’ll get started at 9:00 a.m. and 
wrap up by 4:00 p.m. Pizza and 
beverages will be provided. Contact 
Catherine Lusher if interested! 

New Committee to Lead Outreach Activities 

Debbie Leazer 

Jack White joined the 
Society as our new part-
time Visitor Services 
Associate on Saturdays 
in January. Jack grew 
up in Philadelphia and 
suffers the annual 
anguish of rooting for 
the Phillies, Flyers, 
Eagles, and Sixers. He 
has a Bachelor’s in 
English from Penn 
State, where he attended 
the writing program, 
and a Master’s in 
Computer Information Systems from 
Boston University. 

Jack’s novel, The 
Keeper of the Ferris 
Wheel, won the Grand 
Prize in the Writer’s 
Digest National 
Publishing awards and 
was picked up and 
published nationally by 
Penguin. His book In 
Carrie’s Footprints, the 
Long Walk of Warren 
Dorsey, was selected by 
the Carroll County 
Library and School 
Systems as the first ever 

Carroll County One Book. He has 
also written two other non-fiction 

works, In Search of Helen from Two 
Locks and most recently Sykesville 
Stories, Volume 1. 
 
He also managed Sykesville’s Gate 
House Museum for five years. Jack 
lives in Sykesville, with his wife 
Andrea and two children. 
 
We hope to see you at Jack’s Box 
Lunch Talk in April where he will 
share stories of the town of 
Sykesville. His talk will also be 
available on the Society’s homepage 
and You-Tube channel shortly after. 

Welcome, Jack White 

HSCC volunteers Bill Palm and Belva LaMotte at 
the Hampstead Ward Family Search Festival  

Jason Illari at the Carroll History Expo on 
February 25. 



Tales 
FROM THE  

Library 

By Bill Palm, Library Chair 

Recent conversations in the HSCC 
Research Library have suggested that 
this would be a good time to look again 
at our little cluster of iconic brick 
buildings on Main Street, providing a 
solid anchorage for the Historical Society 
of Carroll County. For a good overview, 
you should go to the HSCC home page, 
press the Discover button, then select 
Historic Buildings.  
 
All of our buildings have been standing 
for over 200 years. They are brick and 
have outlasted many of the earlier and 
contemporary wooden Westminster 
homes. In her childhood memories of the 
1820s, Katherine Shellman included an 
inventory of 100 buildings in 
Westminster, with the three of interest: 
Jacob Sherman, a farmer, Dr. George 
Colgate, and William McCannon, a 
merchant. 
 
From the early 19th century, occupants of 
each of these buildings shared views of 
increasing traffic associated with the 
turnpike that routed travelers down Main 
Street. In 1863 they may have witnessed 
the futile attack of perhaps 100 Delaware 
cavalrymen, led by Captain Charles 
Corbit, confronting General J.E.B. 
Stuart’s force of Confederate cavalry.  
 
During the 20th century, there was a 
general assault on the city by the 
automobile, when old, established 
buildings were replaced by service 
stations and dealerships. 
 
We will begin consideration of the 
Sherman-Fisher-Shellman House with 
Jacob Sherman’s arrival in Westminster, 
at age 18 years, installed by his father as 
proprietor of a tavern on King Street 
(now the corner of East Main Street and 
Court Street) in the new town of 
Westminster. Jacob proved to be an able 
entrepreneur, acquiring title to the tavern 
and extensive agricultural lands, and as 
he approached age 50 years of age, he 
constructed a substantial masonry home. 
He soon conveyed title to the home to his 
son-in-law for a trivial amount. A few 

years later Jacob re-acquired title to the 
property and, in his will, left the home to 
his grandson Jacob Sherman Shriver, 
with a life tenancy for Mrs. Sherman. 
 
Local banker John Fisher purchased the 
house in 1833 but did not take 
possession until after Mrs. Sherman’s 
death in 1842. Fisher made significant 
changes to the house including altering 
the front door, adding a Greek Revival 
mantel in the parlor, and installing 
scenic French wallpaper in the stair hall.  
 
Katherine Shellman, a widow, moved 
into the home with her four children in 
1864. She needed to provide for her 
family with limited resources and ran a 
small school, leased the parlor for a law 
office, and took in boarders. Her 
daughter Mary was a highly respected 
member of the Westminster community 
who merits much further consideration 
on her own. Upon Mary’s death in 1938, 
the house was slated for demolition. This 
inspired the creation of the Historical 
Society of Carroll County, which was 
formed in 1939 to purchase and preserve 
the property.  
  
The Kimmey House was occupied by 
various families. Dr. George Colgate was 
one of the earliest occupants of this home 
and added an office for his practice (the 
room now occupied by the Kimmey 
Bookshop). Dr. Colgate died in 1822 at 
the age of 39. 
 
The house passed through several owners 
until Mary Test Buckingham Kimmey 
inherited it after her mother’s death in 
1928. She was one of the primary leaders 
of the effort in forming the Historical 
Society to save the Shellman house in 
1939. The property passed out of the 
family following the Mrs. Kimmey’s 
death in 1961. HSCC acquired the house 
in 1966. 
 
It was common for those residents who 
could afford to do so to invest in 
Westminster property. Dr. Colgate, in 
1810, purchased the property next door 

to his home, with whatever 
improvements may have been present.  
 
Colgate died while in the process of 
selling the house to his brother-in-law, 
William McCannon. During the 
following decade, there was a sequence 
of court actions and mandated auctions, 
involving the widow Mary McCannon 
Colgate, William McCannon (who had 
married Eleanor Cockey), and John C. 
and Joshua Cockey. From this group, it 
was Joshua Cockey who, at least 
briefly, gained title to this large brick 
building, identified as a hotel or tavern 
in the 1830s.  
 
In 1837, with a newly formed Carroll 
County in immediate need of a place to 
hold court, and with an actual 
courthouse not yet ready for use, the 
Circuit Court convened at the hotel, 
with Dr. William Willis, a resident of 
the hotel, serving as Clerk of the Court.  
 
The building served as a private 
residence for the Boyle and Fink 
families from 1872 to 1922. In that 
year, Frank and Mary Hoffman, 
acquired it and opened Hoffman’s Inn, a 
boarding house and restaurant. Their 
daughter Thelma eventually took over 
the business and ran it until 1969. It was 
then used by a series of restaurants, all 
called “Cockey’s Tavern.” HSCC 
acquired the building in 2000. 
  
There is much more to learn about the 
three buildings that together provide a 
firm basis for HSCC’s goal of 
connecting the past to the present and 
making the County’s vibrant history 
tangible, relevant, and meaningful for 
today’s diverse communities and for 
generations to come.  
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The earliest known image of the Sherman-
Fisher-Shellman House, c.1880 



Curator’s Corner 

By Cathy Baty, Curator of Collections 

In 1823, the Union Fire Company of 
Westminster erected the first firehouse in 
the city on Church Street. In 1834, the 
building was moved to East Main Street, 
opposite Court Street. In 1857, the city 
council disbanded the department and 
sold the engine and firehouse. After a 
number of serious fires, the department 
was reorganized in 1879 as Westminster 
Fire and Hose Company, No. 1. 
 
But even with a fire department, the city 
endured major fires. Tragedy struck on 
April 9, 1883, when Jacob Thompson’s 
livery stable, which was on an alley 
behind West Main Street at the corner of 
John Street, went up in flames. Four men 
were playing cards in one of the carriages 
in the livery stable. They were using a 
candle, set on one of the seats, to provide 
light. A dispute arose when one man was 
accused of cheating. The accused grabbed 
the money and ran. The other men 
scuffled before taking off after the man 
with the money. In the scuffle, the candle 
was knocked over and started the fire. 
When caught, the men claimed they 
didn’t know the fire had started. 
 
The alarm sounded about 11:30 p.m. By 
the time the firemen arrived, the stable 
was fully engulfed and a strong wind was 
spreading the flames to neighboring 
structures. At the time, Westminster had 
no city water supply, and firemen fought 
the blaze with their chemical engine and 
water carried from nearby wells. 
 
By morning the fire had destroyed 16 
houses, Grace Lutheran Church on 
Carroll Street, two manufactories, and 
eight stables. Seventeen families and 

thirteen businesses were left 
homeless. Total fire damage was 
estimated at $135,000. Two men who 
had been sleeping on the second floor 
of the stable where the fire began 
perished as did a number of horses 
and cattle. 
 
Another fire in 1906 almost destroyed 
the firehouse itself. Henry H. 
Harbaugh’s home and business—the 
Palace Livery Stable—were next 
door to the Westminster firehouse on 
East Main Street. A fire of unknown 
origin erupted there on April 6. The 
blaze was reported just before 3:00 
a.m. by a pedestrian on Green Street. 
It began at the back of the building 
and swept through the frame structure 
so rapidly that Harbaugh, his wife, 
and their three sons barely escaped, 
fleeing the building barefoot and in 
their nightclothes. Harbaugh’s losses 
amounted to over $18,000 and 
included 45 vehicles, harnesses, 
household goods and furniture, 
clothing, and 22 horses. 
 
The intense heat of the fire ignited the 
window frames of the firehouse and 
eventually spread to the interior of the 
building. The firehouse was saved but 
suffered extensive damage to the 
department’s meeting room, banquet 
room, and library. Also damaged were 
the city council chamber and clerk’s 
office that were located in the 
building. Burning embers carried on 
the wind to the roofs of nearby houses, 
and residents used hoses and buckets 
to extinguish them and keep the fire 
from spreading.  

The livery stable was a total loss but 
Harbaugh rebuilt further east on Main 
Street, this time a fireproof building. 
The fire department acquired the lot on 
which the livery stable had stood. The 
firehouse was repaired and an addition 
constructed on the adjacent lot. 
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Above: The remnants of John Sayler’s bakery 
and confectionary at the corner of West Main 
and Carroll Streets. 

Below: The remains of the Zeiber building at 
the corner of John and West Main Streets. 

Left: Smoke from the ruins of the Palace Livery 
Stable still drifted down Main Street when this 
image was taken the morning after the fire. 

Above: This view from St. John’s cemetery 
shows the extensive damage to the rear of the 
livery stable and firehouse. 



 

JULY 

Please check our website (hscccmd.org) and 

Facebook for updates on our upcoming events. 

Upcoming 
Events 

AUGUST 
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APRIL 

MAY 

JUNE 

Box Lunch Talk - The 
Other Road to Yorktown 
In the spring of 1781, 

General Anthony “Mad Anthony” 
Wayne led his Pennsylvania regiments 
into Virginia to reinforce General 
Lafayette in the events leading up to 
the Battle of Yorktown. After putting 
down a mutiny among his underpaid 
and under-supplied troops, Wayne 
took them down a road which led them 
through Carroll County. John Laycock 
traces this little-known journey. 12-1 
p.m., Grace Hall, Grace Lutheran 
Church, Carroll Street, 
Westminster. $3 for  HSCC 
members; $7 for non-members. 

20 

Box Lunch Talk - The 
Tale of Three 
Schoolhouses 

When Patricia Greenwald was the 
director of Gifted and Talented 
Education for Howard County Public 
Schools, a student project piqued her 
interest in restoring and sharing the 
stories of historic schoolhouses in 
Carroll and Howard Counties. She will 
tell the stories of three schools: Ellicott 
Quaker School, Pfeiffer’s Corner 
Schoolhouse, and the Sykesville 
Colored Schoolhouse. 12-1 p.m., Grace 
Hall, Grace Lutheran Church, 
Carroll Street, Westminster. $3 for  
HSCC members; $7 for non-members. 

15 
Box Lunch Talk - 

Sykesville Stories 
Author Jack McBride 

White presents some of the fascinating 
stories of the town of Sykesville that 
lived, died, lived, and nearly died again, 
but never quite gave in to time, poverty, 
mismanagement, and disaster. 12-1 
p.m., Grace Hall, Grace Lutheran 
Church, Carroll Street, Westminster. 
$3 for HSCC members; $7 for non-
members. 

18 

9th Annual Legacy Gala - 
Some Enchanted Evening 
6-11 p.m. at Antrim 1844. 

Go to hsccmd.org/gala-2023/ for more 
information.  

29 

Box Lunch Talk - 
“Treemendous” Carroll 
County 

Steve Allgeier, Chair of the 
Westminster Tree Commission, 
highlights the most historic trees in 
Carroll County, and discusses how best 
to help trees survive and thrive, given 
the challenges of global warming. 12-1 
p.m., Grace Hall, Grace Lutheran 
Church, Carroll Street, Westminster. 
$3 for HSCC members; $7 for non-
members. 

16 

Box Lunch Talk - The 
History of Shiloh Pottery 
Ken and Marty Hankins  

For more than 50 years, Ken and Marty 
Hankins have welcomed visitors to 
Shiloh Pottery in Hampstead. Ken has 
made stoneware pots, run a potters’ 
supply business, made and sold kick 
wheels, and fired salt-glazed pots with 
gas or wood. His beautiful work graces 
many homes in Carroll County and 
beyond. 12-1 p.m., Grace Hall, Grace 
Lutheran Church, Carroll Street, 
Westminster. $3 for  HSCC member s; 
$7 for non-members. 

18 

Sundae Scoop 
A fun day of ice cream, 
games, a dunk tank, and the 

opening of HSCC’s new exhibit. 12-4 
p.m., East Main Street Campus. Free 
admission; food and beverages available 
for purchase. See page 3 for details. 

16 

SEPTEMBER 
Bluegrass, Bourbon & 
Bocce 
4-7 p.m. at the Union Mills 

Homestead. Watch for  details. 

10 

Box Lunch Talk - 
Manchester’s Cigar 
Industry 

Renowned Carroll County historian Joe 
Getty has done extensive research and 
writing on the history of the Manchester 
cigar industry. He will share his latest 
discoveries in this not-to-be-missed look 
at one of Carroll County’s most unusual 
industries. 12-1 p.m., Grace Hall, 
Grace Lutheran Church, Carroll 
Street, Westminster. $3 for  HSCC 
members; $7 for non-members. 

19 

Kimmey Bookshop Signing 
Meet author Scott Mingus and 
get your copy of his book, The 

Western Maryland Railroad and Its 
Civil War Legacy. 10:30 a.m. - noon.  

8 

Campus Clean-up 
Help us with the labor-intensive 
task of getting our buildings and 

grounds ready for Spring. Pick-up 
trucks are needed to haul away debris. 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m. See p. 4 for  more 
information. 
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Business 

Members 

 
 
 
 

Adams County National Bank 
Arthur Willis Feeser Estate 
Barnes-Bollinger Insurance Services 
Baugher Enterprises 
Law Office of Thomas C. Beach IV  
Bowman's Feed & Pet 
Carroll Community College 
Carroll Community College Library 
Carroll County Chamber of Commerce 
Carroll Hospital Center 
Dean Robert Camlin & Associates 

Development Company of America 
Dulany, Leahy, Curtis & Brophy 
Farmers & Merchants Bank 
Hoffman, Comfort, Offutt, Scott & Halstad 
Kohn Creative Solutions 
Literacy Council of Carroll County 
Lovell Grassfed Cattle Company 
McDaniel College 
P.A. Martin & Sons 
Quantum Internet & Telephone 
Sweetbay Farms Nursery & Garden Center 
Tevis Energy 
Thomas, Bennett & Hunter 
Velnoskey Wealth Management Group 
Walsh and Fisher, P. A. 

Please support those who 

support the Historical Society. 

210 East Main Street 
Westminster, MD   21157 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


